Triumphs of F re- Grace 3 


- o , , a p * : | ' 01%, + 


3 r We 
- k * N | ) 
Letters upon important Subjects. 
"ral". Thy | 5 1 
- * : n 5 2 
* "20 ** — Et — * — 


2? . = — ——ä mmm 


— N * i * A N i F 
42 2 * 


5 | Reflore unto me * joy of thy Salvation; pH” alias, * 

=. with thy free Spirit, THEN will I teach rh 
S thy Ways, and Sinners fhall be converitd, un 

P ſalm H. 12, 13. 6 * 


2 y the Grace of God I am what Lan Cer 


9 Ar 
1 * 7 Ava 


— 6 


3 ; 


Aa Unto me, obo am by; than the 107 LY 7M 
; ay, is THis GRACE given, that Te £1120 
"I Gentiles the UNSEARCHABLE RICHES. OF CHRIST. . 


YN 
"78 
4 


1 4. 1 : 
15 — —̃ D—— 

— * „ Ne wy a4 = 

4 . : * 4 3 * "= 

5 LONDON: | 7 3 

1 7 —— 

*Þ PRINTED BY W. SMITH, KING-STREET, SEVEN-DIALS; . a 

© B; AD To BE HAD IN THE VESTRY AT EREN-EZER CHAPEL, | = L208 


l „ A 4 
= | 1 
6 


on AT Mr. J. PEARCE's, STATIONER, DEAN-STREET; SOHO. > ps 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 


HO. Hyham 


John Box 
William Winch 
German Harriſon 
Ann Corfe 
William Davies 


lohn Morton 


Wallis Graham 


William Marryot 


Harry Levans 
John Borrett | 
Edward Edmunds 
Henry Woodbine 
John Pearce 
Sarah Pearce 
Wm. Godfrey 
J. Harris 
Wm. T 


Ann Went ; 


Charles Maſterman 


Peter Jeary 


copies. 
10 Edward Augur 


6 Suſanna Pool 

6 Elizabeth Arden 

6 Mary Robinſon 

6 Robert Wedderburn 
4 Mary Wright 

4 Eliz. Delapperelle 

4 Mary Burton 

4 George Summerville 
4 Ann Watſon 


4 Samuel Summerville 
4 Elizabeth Faulkner ? 


3 Eſau Baker 


3 Robert Pearce 
$3 Linney Hayman 


3 James Kennett 


5 Edward Davis 
3 George Gray 
3 Edmund Smith 


2 William Virtue 


2 Charles Leich 


1 


„ W W „ n b. u 3 8. M Iv 


2 
* * 22 
1 
on * - 
. p 0 


. Mr. Taylor, Miniſter 
Jonathan Poole 


Mary Wood 
John Cheſney 
Ann Ivey 

Mary Jorden 
Mary Baſling 
Elizabeth Davis 
Sarah Bell 
"Jane Robinſon 
John Beauteaux 
Jane Pickering 


* Jane Thornborough 


Elizabeth Palmer 
Elizabeth Stevens 


= Margaret Oakley 


James Hutchinſon 


Lacy Maxwell 


Richard Crouch 
Edward Toulman 
Godfrey Wolfe 


lane Wright 


John Holmes 
Charles Fenwick 
Thomas Bates 


Benjamin Riſdon 


Elizabeth Allen 


flames Durham 


Mary Battelle 


Reb. Clethero 


"SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 
Elizabeth Birt 


Henry Hayman 
Sarah Yewd 


William Blades 
Benjamin Groom 


John Went 


Brigg Shere wood 


Martha Jago 
John Roſs 

John Jenkins 
Ann Bird 
Elizabeth Juſon 
Sarah Vickers 
Elizabeth Cotton 
Thomas Streeter 
William Irwin 


Jane Weller 
M. Burford 
Mary Hampton | 
James Price 

Samuel Willy 
Mary jones 

William Faulkner | 
Mary Wait 


George Skates. 
James Stinton 
Ann Newman 
John Hargras 
John White | 


Sophia Wits: - 5 35 


- 


ww + © 
&S a-# 
- 
2112 & 4& 0 
_- 
* * 
* ® 
5 
* 1 
2 


XJ 8 
* 
4 OY 
_ 4. 
7 


| Mary Blower . 


* N 
+ * 1 unn 
"IO = G * > 2 
* a =» 
ba « WF7 + 
P * 


$UBSCRIBERS\NAMES. is i 


Daniel Godfry 
John Barling 
Sarah Hayes 
Chriſtiana Calder 
John Francis Renkin 
Henry Aylett 
Eliz. Patterſon 
Eliz. Mann 
George Woodant 
George Pyner 
Robert Lawſon 
John Stenton 
Samuel Young 
Philip Jones 
Robert Cox 
Robert Cox, jun. 
Joſeph Prigg 
: George Jeſſon 
William Gardener 
Daniel Henly Wood 
Robert Auguſtus Wood 
Sarah Pattiſon 
Mrs, Purford 
William Bult 
Ann Ward 
James Lawſon 
Barnabas Fay 


be; Mr * Por t 


* 


* 
* 


4 i 


Mr. Tidman 
Mrs. Tidman 
John Brown 

Thomas Palmer 
William Lay 

Ann Lover 

Mr. Yeoman 

Mr. Eaton TT 
Eliz. Whiteſtone + 

Ann Wiggins 

Edward Bradſhaw .* 
Ann King | 

R. Allen = 
Thomas Saunders 
Mary Ogden £47 52 4 
Thomas Crx, 
Samuel Jones 
William Gilſon : 
William Brown 
Thomas Johnſtone - 
Samuel Hinton 
Jane Burton, ſen, 
John Haſker 
Thomas Gray 
William Gray 
John Conjuit 
William Smith 
Paul Byrne 
James Crow 
James Crover 


IS | 
* 16 
| | pas v4 


44 $D35CRISERS. NAMES. 


William Ringer 
Lambert Wood 
Mr. Gilbert 
Ann Cook 
Benj. Weſt 
Thomas Hanſon 
Thomas Vallant 


James Ogilvy 


. Henry Cullerne 


Han. Pitt 
Benj. Goodman 
William Goddard 
& James Langſland 
Jane Baxter 


Mr. Francis 
William Brown 


Mary Jennings 
James Oliver 


15 
5 


Ann Buck 
Elizabeth Tucker 
Hannah Doubtfull 
Thomas Turk 


Ann Turk 


William Harriſon 
Mary Reeves 
Elizabeth Curtis 
Elizabeth Brown 
Thomas Reyner 
Cleophus Comber 
Thomas Byfield 
Robert Mackie 


Thomas Cooper 


William Brooks 
Frances Davies , 


Ann Davies 


Wm. Davies, jon, 


23 C0 62 


"To the READE . 5 
 Gbrieian Reader, 
F thou art diſpoſed for criticiſm—or, 
if prejudice ſways thy heart, this 
pamphlet will be of lille, or no ſervice to 
You; on the other hand, if thou art a 
man well taught in a knowledge of 
_ THYSELF, and in the knowledge of 
SOVREIGN GRACE, as manifeſtes in the 
great ſalvation of the croſs if lkewiſe, 
thou art kept in the ſweet ſimplicity of 
the goſpel, walking before the Lord with 
deep humility—then (notwithſtanding the 
meanneſs of the author, and his perfor - 


mance) I doubt not but thou wilt find 9 
ſome of that favory meat which thy 


foul loveth.— While thou art reading of | 3 


it with thy bodily eyes, may God "ob his 
ſpirit, read it to thy heart. | i 


I now fincerely beg the addy as hong * 


as the prayers of all chriſtians, of all de. 
nominations—the heart-fearching God 


knows, that the faints of every name are 


rear and dear to my ſpirit—and I believe, 


2 ſhall at laſt be with them, in the bright - 
8 4 regions 


with — N 4 
. | 
regions of eternal light, where every re- 
"deemed ſoul ſhall ſay to the n 


Savi jour, 


1 Down to thy feet, my crown PU . 1 
And ſing—I'u sav'd, I'm sAv'p at laſt. 


This book is by no means intended to 
countenance any iniquity, but to relieve "1 FI 
the diſconſolate- mind of the penitent, _ 685 
ſinner, and to encourage all who ſincerei 
ſeck the Lord. 45: 56908 


Header, if thou art a ſorely 8 

believer, and one who frequently bewails + 

thy conduct in having ſo. often ſinned w . 

N 3 away the light of thy father's countenance, | 

E = any advice is, CLEAVE CLOSE TO THE CROSS , 

4 LEAN ON. THY LORD—PRAY THROUGH © | 
Abe; DISCOURAGEMENTS—and at laſt thou 
ſhalt ſurely know what is meant by a 
ſalvation to the UTTER MosT—and be caught 

up to thoſe ſhining realms: above, where 
thy ſun ſpall no more go down, neither ſhall - * © 
thy moot withdraw itſelf,” for the Lord ſhall | 
 be-thine.BVERLASTING LIGHT, and the dam F 

$ eee SHALL BE ENDED, IC, bx, 20% 

Lord give th X86 > for be hey 
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Triumphs of Free Grace. 
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But where Sin abounded Grace did much © 
mare abound. Rom. v. 20. 
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\T. PAUL in this chapter ftrongly.* 8 
maintains a free ſalvation by frew:: * 


grace, through the alone rightcouſheſ\,, © 
ol Jeſus Chriſt;—He ſays, as to the laws 8 
itt entered that the offence might abound 
1 then adds, But where in abounded, ares, 1 
1 did much more abound— True it is, ſin ham 

+ 1 *: abounded in many, and in ſome mere 


| than in others; but where it hath moſt 
... | _ abounded, it hath been repented of, and 
1 * becauſe God is gracious, and 
bas communicated his grace to ſinners of*+. * 
| 1 | rn vileſt deſcriptio and many ſuch per- 
8 gw have (under gracious influence) been 2 | 
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from the weſt, ſo far hath he removed our 
tranſgreſſions from us. Such highly favoured 
ſouls, conſidering their innumerable evils, 

with their awful aggravations; at the 
ſame time viewing the rich proviſions of 
grace, in a crucified Redeemer, and feel- 
ing the application of the atoning ſacri- 
fice, have joyſully cried out, with holy 
confidence, We have redemption through his 
200d, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the { 
* #lches of his grace; or, in the words of 
the text, 1/here fin abounded, grace (Grace &® 


__ more abound. 


Now, i in treating on theſe words I ſhall 


fiſt conſider the evil of ſin, ſecondly, | 
ſhew that grace has been wonderfully 


e to the chief of ſinners. 


4 255 Firſt, * tO the evil of ſin, it may. 
be clearly ſeen in the conduct of God: 
1 ro the fallen angels, Who for one offence 
Mir caſts down to Hell, and delivered.. + 
. Wy chains of darkneſs, to be reſerved. unte 

ous Judgement of the Ongar; | * 
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INDEED | free, ſovereign grace). did much Y 3 
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pax; then hey will receive their more 
open Fre ſenterice that ſnal 
conſign them to everlaſting fire. Surely 
fin muſt be very diſpleaſing to God, or 
| angels for ons offence would never be 
} doomed to eternal flames. 


Secondly, Sin robbed our firſt parents 
of their happy communion with God, and 
brought ſhame and dread upon their 
ſpirits—they ſinned, then they run to 
hide themſelves ; but the eye of Cod ſol- 
* | lows them—He ſpeaks, and they were 

| _ dreadfully afraid—*The Lord God called 
a$- wnlo Adam, and ſaid unto hin, «lire art 
thou ? and be ſaid, I heard thy voice in the, 0 
garden and I was afraid, becauſe I was naked, 1 

43d 1 bid myſelf. Ah! who can conceive W 
the agony of his ſpirit upon hearing the 
voice of an offended God l Guilt, Fear, 
Shame, Horror, Hell, filled his boſom! 4 
| maethinks he was all but damned in his. 

own apprehenſions. Before he finhed he 
| held the moſt delightful communion with 
dhe Lord; but afterwards he is terrified + 
At the very thoughts of approaching him 

Hence ſee the Evil of Sin. 
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„ Sin has Wend injured all 

the powers of the Soul: it has groſsly 
arkened the Underſtanding, altogether 
3 4 nar} the Will, dreadfully vitiated 
the Affections, and miſerably ſtupified the 
Conſcience; in ſhort, Man's TrovcaTs 
(by nature) are only coil, and that con- 


Lord; for all the unconverted unite (in 
effect) to ay unto God, depart from us; for 
wwe defire not the knowledge of thy ways; 
* bat is the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve 
him, and what profit ſhould we have if we 
fray unto him. Thus man, every man by 
nature, is at enmity againſt God, /, 
E carnal mind is enmity (enmity itſelf) againft 
* God—Hen ce ſce the Evil of Sin. 


= Fourthly, Sin is the ſpring of all miſery, 

J and while the ſinner purſues it he cannot 

E poflibly enjoy true peace, for */bere is no 
= peace ſaith my Ged to the wicked; and ſo 

= faith the ſinner's conſcience. = ] 


5 Fifthly, Sin brings down the ir . 


linually; his Worns are out againſt be 


ments of God on Lye wicked, as appears Fa 
BY *" Ged. vi. 1. 7 Mal. i ili. 13. h Job xxi. 145 1 3” 
NENT Rom. viii. 7. © Waiah Iva. 21. . 3 
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deſtruction of S Sodom, and Gomorrah, &. 
&c. Sin is the occaſion of Earthquakes, 
Plagues, Peſtilences, Famines, and every 
Diſeaſe of the Body: It is Sin that brought 
Death into the world 'herefore as by one 
man fin entered into the world, and arath by 


fin, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for ihat 


all have finned. 


Sixthly, It is fin that makes men afraid 
to die afraid - becauſe they are con- 
ſcious they ſhall meet offended Majeſty, 
"The Hing of death is fin. 


Seventhly, Sin is that which occaſions 
God to withdraw his gracious preſence 
from his own people, Tour iniquities have 

eparated between you and your God, ard your 


fue Have. hid his face from you. It is fin that 
brings on all ſoul-trouble, There is no ref . 
in my bones (faith David) becauſe of my fin. | 


— It is not merely becanſti God is a ſove- 


"reign, but chiefly becauſe. werfin again 
him that we are afflicted, Tuo becauſe of - 
| _ anne ary offifted. This may 
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. xxxviii. 5 t Pſalm cyii. 17. | 
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in the deſtruction of the oi w = M 


= FISTS 3 
=_ be too often applied to the people of God: a 
It is ſaid of Iſrael bey /at in darkneſs . 
= - in the ſhadow of death, being bound in afflic- 
dien and iron - W hy, becauſe they rebelled 
_- a2gainft the words of God, and contemned the 
= counſel of the Moſt High. To ſay that God 
atfflicts his people merely becauſe it is ſove- 
* reign pleaſure, is to ſtrike againſt the 
polbitive language of inſpiration, He doth 
not Mili willing IN, nor grieve the children of 
men; the truth is They are brought low for 
THEIR INIQUITIES, 


Eighthly, It is in conſequence of {in that 
God leaves his people at times to fly before 
their enemies, O Lord (faith Joſhua) what 1 
Pall I ſay when Jrael turneth their backs 
Before their enemies, and the Lord ſaid unto 
Jaſbua, ISRAEL HATH SINNED—and it was 
on the account of fin, that the Lord per- 
mitted his people to be taken captives by 
their enemies, Jeruſalem bath grievouſly 
Anned, THEREFORE SI!E 15 REMOVED—Te- 
r into Ons; removed from her 


3 national | 

1 4 4 Pati coi 10, 11. © Joſh. vii. 8. : X 
Lam. ili. 33. Joch. vii. 1m. ; 
| Pfalm cvi. 43. : 2 Lam. i. 8. | 8 f 1 Io {4 
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national privileges, 7 * crown is faltes 


from our head, woe unte us, that wE HAVE 
SINNED. 


Ninthly, As fin brings on much evil fo- 


it prevents much good, *Your fins have 
k withbolden good things from you. It is fin 
F that prevents the ſmiles of God, vails his 


glory, and obſtructs the eee 
of the beſt of bleſſings. 


* 


Tenthly, We may ſee the evil of in 
in the excruciating tortures of the Son of 
Bod; when in the garden he ſweat as it 
were great drops of blood falling down to 1. 
ground, and ſaid Fatber if thou be willing 
remove this cup from me! Who can tell 
what a cup that was bitter indeed] but 
methinks his ſufferings were ſtill greater 
when on the croſs he cried aloud, *My 


Now all the conſolations of Deity depart 
from his human ſoul, and wrath, divine 


, 9 5 | | Lake it. 42 1 
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God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken. me? © 


wrath, lies hard upon him; hark] how "IF 
he cries, dDeep 1 unto deep at ihe nn 


of 


Jer. v. 25. 1 | Matt. xxvij. 46. py 
e F3 > Plalm:-xli3. "7 
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| = | of thy water-ſpouts, all thy waves and thy 


$illows are gone over me. Obſerve reader, 
all the agonies that Chriſt ſuffered on the 
croſs, he ſuffered for the ſins of his e: 
Hence ſee the evil of fin. 


Laſtly, We may ſee the evil of ſin in 
the everlaſting puniſhment of impenitent 
finners ; it is faid in reference to the un- 
godly 7 heſe ſhail go way into EVERLAST= 
ING PUNISHMENT ; yes, they ſhall be pu- 
wiſhed with EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION 
from the preſence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his power. Let who will deny the 
everlaſting duration of hell torments, the 
word of God declares. that the wicked 
mall ſuffer the vengeance of *ETERNAL 
n Frer,—Hence ſee the evil of ſin. 


Having in a general point of view con- 
1 ſidered the evil of fin, I ſhall juſt hint that 
Ax are ſinners: This cleatly appears in 

the words of the Pfalmiſt, The Lor 

looked down from Heaven upon the children of . 
mn, 10 ſee if thirs were any that did under. 
8 Land, and ſeck God; they are ALL gone *5 4 
Wo 4 7 xxv. 46. e wt | fo A 4 5 | 
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witb a man that is 4 Jinner, an open, notorious 
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they are ALTOGETHER become flthy—#Arz. 


have finned and come ſhort of the glory of 
God—The ſcripture hath concluded ALL under 


fin. This is a truth generally admitted 
therefore I ſhall paſs on to conſider 


Secondly, That not only ALL are ſin- 
ners but ſome are notorious ſinners yet 
grace has been wonderfully diſplayed to 
ſuch ſinners, ſo that where fin abounded 
grace did much more abound. We ſhall - 


Firſt, Take a view of a covetous Zaccheus, 
a man known to be a vile ſinner, therefore wi 
the phariſees were aſtoniſhed that Jeſus 
ſhould enter his houſe, and they faid in a | 
murmuring f. pirit He was gone to be a gueſt 


inner; what a mercy it is that Jeſus Chriſt 
will viſit, and fave. ſuch ſinners! and 
Zaccheus knew that Chriſt was fuch a Sa- 
_ . Viour when he heard him ſpeak theſe pre- 
cCious words, This day is ſalvation come to 
ibis houfe, foraſmuch as be alſo is a ſon, of 
_ . Abraham; for the Son of Man is come to-ſeek 
and ſave that which was loft. Zaccheus 
* never had ſocks a n before, never be- 
I” 5 1 Row. m. 23. i Luke xix. 7. 3 
2 V Gall. ii. 23. Lake ix, 9 1 
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-Fore enjoyed eb a bleſſing, as the bleſſing 

of Salvation. Salvation, when it not 

only reaches the ears, but is received inan 
the heart conftrains the ſaved ſinner: to . 
ſing with the Poet 


Salvation! O the joyful Sound, 
% What Pleaſure to mine Ears ? 
6% A ſov'reign balm for ev'ry wound, 
* « A cordial for my fears,” 


Come now ye covetous, ye extortioners, 
ye crae{ opprefors, though your crimes, 
Aike the crimes of Zaccheus, are truly aw- 
ful, yet the word of God to you is, This 
Man Chriſt Jeſus receiveth ſinners,” ſuch 
ſinners as you, and ſo ſure as Chriſt ſpake 
 1falvatien to the heart of Zaccheus, fo ſure 
de will to thine, O man, O woman, if 
through grace) ye are made willing te 
Come and receive him: the Redeemer's 
voice to the coming ſinner ever is I an 
ri ſalvation ;, may God help all the con- 
vinced now to come to Jeſus and as 


ech did, receive him Joy fully. 


* 
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"Secondly, We ſhall now 3 5 | 
empf. of free grace in ae converſions! . 
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5 art © 
of Mary Magdalen, this woman, once an 
harlot, out of whom were caſt ſeven devils, - 


was made (through the gracious influence 


of God) to fall at the Redeemer's feet, 
where ſhe diſcovers every token of true 
repentance ; Jeſus moved with compaſſion 


ſoon ſpeaks pardon to her ſoul, % fins 


(thy many ins) are forgiven; pleaſing ſound, .. 
truly animating to every ſenſible ſinner. 
Now a word of improvement on this par- 
ticular : You that have Gnned as Magdalen, 
O that as Magdalen you may (through 


grace) come to Jeſus, be humbled as foe 


» 4 


was, weep as ſhe aid, give every evi- 
dence of repentance as ſhe did, and you 
ſhall as certainly prevail with Chriſt as 


ſhe did, be received as e was, forgiven 


as /ve was, for *Feſus is the ſame yeſterday, 
and to day, and for ever; yeſterday, or in 
times paſt, he received ſinners; to-day, 
or at the preſent time, he receives finners 


and for ever he will receive finners, while 


there are any ſinners, any coming ſinners, 
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to be received, for the Saviour's conſtant 
language is Him that cometh to me I will 
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In no wiſe caſt out; come then, ye Magda- 
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fen finners, and bring all your impurities 1 
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to the fountain that is opened for all fin 


| nd uncleanneſs, and ſoon you ſhall feel 
the important truth The blood of Feſus 


Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all fin, ſoon 
will he whiſper in thy heart Fux not, / have 
redeemed THEE—THOU art mine. *thy fins 


which are many (very many) are all forgiven. 


God help you to believe, as Mary did, 


then, as Mary, ſhall you go in Peace and 


chis ſhall be your ſong, 


How richly bleſs'd am I? 

., - Honour'd with peace from-Heav'n, 

| Lov'd, with an everlaſting love, 
And freely now forgiv*n, 


. "Phil, The Wiek on the croſs was a very 
_ hardened wretch, but divine grace moved 

* Him #7 to turn a wiſhful eye to the friend 
© of ſinners, ther prompted the following 
E -. prayer, Lord remember me when thou comeſt 
- tuto thy kingdom. The kind Saviour whoſe. 
heart ever ſwells with pity, ſpeaks thus to 
the joy of his troubled ſpirit, Veriꝶ J ſoy... 
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„ 2 Þ; 59 
ano thee to-day ſhalt thou be with me = | 
Paradiſe. 85 


Hear this, ye that have been guilty of 
the moſt open and daring robberies, ye 
thieves of thg moſt deſperate deſcription, 
if you are but convinced of your fins, 
and made willing to part with them, you 
are welcome ibis moment welcome cordialii 
welcome to the Saviour's arms; try, and 
try now the compaſſions of his heart, in 
a way of prayer: Now may the blackeſt 


character pour out the cry of the dying 
penitent, Lord, remember me; in mercy, 


remember me,—let thy tender . pity: de- 
ſcend on my immortal  ſoul;—blot- out 
all my ſins, and remember them no more. 
for ever.—It is done, it is done, the 
Saviour's bowels move; hear him ſpeak 
in the language of ſovereign merry 
,, even I am he, that blotteth."qut- thy, 
tran/erefſions for mine own ſake, and will tr 
remember thy fins : I will remember bee, 
but not thy Ins; no,, for I have blotted  þ 
au, ad 4 thick cloud thy tranſgreſſi ans, and 
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„ F 
as 4 cloud thy fins. The Lord help 985 
now to believe and ſing 


Jeſus receives my pray”r, 
I hear his pard' ning voice ; 
He ſpeaks Salvation to my heart, 
fle ſmiles—and Pll gs 5 


-Fourthly, We will now take a view of 
Manaſſeh, one of the moſt wretched 
characters in revelation, and ſhew how 
fovereign grace conquered that crimſon 
ſinner; firſt, we ſhall -notice his horrid 
crimes, * He cauſed his children to paſs 
through the fire in the valley of the Son of 


' . Hinnom; alſo be obſerved times, and uſed in- 


cbantments, and uſed witchcraft, and dealt 
with a familiar ſpirit, and with wizard; 
he wrought M, Evil in the fight of gde 
Lord, — and be ſet a carved image (the idol 
. which be had made) in the houſe of God, of 
tubich God had ſaid to David and to Solo- 
"man bis ſon, in this houſe, and in Jeruſalem, 
which I have choſen before all the tribes of 
 Tirael, I will put my name for ever So 

Manaſſeb made Fudah and the inhabitants* 
of Jeruſalem 10 err, and to do worſe than 
| : = >: 308. 
* 2 Chron, xxxiii. 6, 7, 7 2 Chron, xxiii, 9“ 

das | eat... 
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the heathen, 'whom the Lord bad Aeftray: 
ed before the children of Iſrael —* Moreover, 
Manaſſeh ſhed innocent blood very Men, 
till le bad filled Jeruſalem from one end to 


another ; befide his fin wherewith he made 


Judab to fin, in doing that which was evil 
in the fight of the Lord. But although this 


man was fuch a monſter in wickedneſs, 
FREE GRACE triumphs -over him, and 
effectually conquers his rebellious heart; 
for a gracious God firſt puts him in the 
furnace of affliction, then deeply humbles 
him for his (ins, fills him with ſincere repen- 
tance—gives him a ſpirit of prayer—then 
makes known himſelf as a God pardoning 
iniquity—all which appears in 2 Chron. 
XxXXIii. 12, 13, And when be (Manaſſeh) 
was in affiition be beſought the Lord bis 
Ged, and humbled ie greatly before the 
God of his fathers, and prayed unto bin, and 


be was entreated of him, and heard Bi 


ſuppiication, and brought him again to eras fs. 
ſalem, into bis kingdom: Then Manafſeb 


knew that the Lord be was God—that he 
was nis God; his merciful, gracious, 


forgiving God. | 
C 2 From 

* 2 Kings xxi. 1 K 
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41 
From this circumſtance I find mylelf 
\ warranted to encourage all repenting ſin- 
ners who have committed the moſt horrid 
abominations, to fly. from all their evils, 
and expect the mercy of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Sinners hear this, ye that now 


tremble at his word, God himſelf has 
proclaimed his own character to be The 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 


long-ſaffering, and abundant in goodneſs and 


truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving 
iniquity,” and tranſgreſ/ſion, and fin. This 
God. is our God— a God full of com- 
paſſion, . and ' gracious, long-ſuffering, and 
. plenteous in mercy and truth. But it may 
be aſked whom. the Lord will diſplay his 
mercy unto; let the inſpired and expe- 
rienced Pſalmiſt determine, Thou Lord 
art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous 


1 mercy io ALL that call upon thee, Come 


then, ye Manaſſeh ſinners, if ye are con: 


Vinced of your fins, call upon God, ven- 


ture in the great ocean of his mercy ; 
vou will put aBunDanT honour on his 
*Tfuth and Faithfulneſs, in expecting Pl 
Salvation far greater chan all your: innu: 
BEN 1 merable 
= „ Exod, xxxiy· 6. 7. b Palm Ixxxvi. 1 5: | 
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: merable evils: The promiſe to every 
returning ſinner, without exception, is 
J WILL have mercy upon thee, I WILL abun- 
dantly pardon thee. May the Lord help 
the diſtreſſed ſinner to believe the pro- 
miſe, and feel the grace that ſhall make 3 
him ſing 
Grace! what a pleaſing WY 
How it delights my ear; £ 
How it revives my languid hope, 
And drowns my ev'ry fear? 
Through grace I conquer Hell, 


And break infernal chains; 
Through grace my ſoul aſpires to Heav'n , 


. — 


*» Ss —_ 


Where the Redeemer reigns, | : 

Grace the good work begins, 1 

Grace ſhall complete the ſame ; 

Grace ſhall conſtrain my ſoul to raiſe 5 

' + Hoſannas to the Lamb, | 
* - Fifthly, We ſhall now take a view of | 
- "he triumphs of free grace in the extraor= | 


! \dinary converſion of Saul of Tarſus, after- 
Wards Paul an apoſtle; this man was once 
a moſt- outrageous perſecutor : hear him 
declare his own conduct, Acts xxvi. 9, 1 10. 
? & C2 | 
9 © Iſaiah lv. 8 


1 
＋ 0 thought with myſelf that I ought to 
do many things contrary ſo the name of Jeſus 
of Nazareth, which thing alſo I did in Feru- 
galem ; an many of tbe ſaints did I ſhut up 
in priſas having received authority from the 
shief: pri en und when they were put to 
death I gan #hy voice againſt them; and 1 
pauuniſbed them of! in every ſynagogue, and 
' compelled them to blaſpheme ; and being ex- 
ceeding mad againſt them, I perſecuted them 
even unto ſtrange cities. And is the dear 
Redeemer ſo full of grace as to look upon 
ſuch an inveterate enemy ?—take the 
apoſtles own words in 1 Tim. 1. 12. 1 
thank Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, who hath 
enabled me (enabled me to believe to the 
ſaving of my ſoul); not only ſo, he hath 
Counted: me Faithful, putting me into the mi- 
ſtry, who was before a blaſphemer, and a 
perſecutor, and injurious—But I (even I) 
Saw mercy.” Then the apoſtle viewing 
the greatneſs, freeneſs, and fullneſs of 
divine grace, adds in the next verſe, And 
the grace 'of our Lord was exceeding abun- 
ant (or it exceedingly abounded towards 
me) with faith and love which ts. in Chrifl _ 
Vaſus— Tb hen to Ag hn i others he goes 


03 . 


ſhould hereafter believe on him to | ife afting. 
In this circumſtance the long ſu ering, 


where is the mats, once a ferce oppoſer 


heart ow is, Lord. ſave, D 


neſt, and THY fins and TY iniquitits I wot 


lieve, e ung and thus to fing, U 


19 ) 
on, This is a faithful ſaying and warthy of 
all acceptation that Feſus. Chrift came into 
the world to ſave ſinners, of. whom. I am 
chief; howbeit for this cauſe I obtained mercy, 
that in me firſt Feſus Chriſt might ſhew forth 
all long: ſuffering, for a pattern to them which 


mercy, and compa ſfions of a faviour's 
heart are gloriouſly > diſplaybs, to the end 
that others, vile as this raging perſecutory 
ſhould be encouraged to hope for mercy, 
in a way of tepentance; then where, 


of the Son of God the language of whoſe 


be merciful, be merciful; to me a poor. 1 
ſinner! Jeſus hears the prayer, and ſmiling "1 
fays, I will be merciful: to Thy wuirighteouſe 


remember no more. Lord help you: bd bes 


* 82 'Tis grace that tins] my foul cel. 

75 Jy Sweetly it wins my hoart ; Bmw” de 
 Richly it flows thro? Jeſu's blood, © 5 

3 | And * 5 br rR 1 
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| Grace fills me with celeſtial joys, 
Gives the divine reward= —& 
Soon will it waft me to the ſkies, 
| To ſee my gracious Lord. 
There a ſweet anthem, fraught with love, 
I'll raife before the throne, 
Chant through the ſhining courts above, 
| Nes Grace, free yes alone! 


4 


Sixihly, The free grace of a gracious 
God clearly appears in the converſion of the 
three thouſand, or about. three thouſand, 


on the day of Pentecoſt: Firſt, the apoſtle 


charges them with the crucifixion of 
Chrift—they were- then *pricked in their 
heart, and ſaid unto Peter, and the reſt of 
'zhe apoſtles, men and brethren, what ſhall we 
do ?—We ! againſt whom ſuch an awful 


charge is juſtly brought; for we muſt. 


own that we. were the people that ſaid 
Iaway with him, away with him! crucify bim! 
—MonsTERS OF IN1lQuiTY |—Ours were 
the wicked hands that nailed him to the 


tree . What ſhall we do to be ſaved from | 


_ tuch, horrid guilt ?—Hear the anſwer of 
ct 14h f Inſpiration : : 
— EI 3: a 25 
e Ad, l. 37. F John te is * Acts ii. 23- 


v7 > 5; n 


n 
inſpiration : MRepent, and be baptized, 
EVERY ONE of you, in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall 
receive the gi of the Holy Gbift, for the 
promiſe is unto you, even unto you, who have 


. crucified the Lord of Glory, and ts your 
children, on whom ye have called down a 
dreadfiMeurſe ih ſaying, "His biood' be on 
us and on bur childfen—The promiſe is not 
only to you and your children, but 1% ALI. 
that art afar off (the Gentiles) even 10 as 
many as the Lord our God fhull call; that ig, 
as many of ALt people as the Lord our 
God ſhall call to ReyenrTaxer It & 
obſervable, that in the 38th verſe the 
apoſtle exhorts BVR Y one of theſe vie 
ſinners to repent, and ſo encourages 


vir one of them to expect  fot- 


giveneſs; as if he had ſaid; O ye 
+ Jews, the ſalvation of Chriſt is held 
out not only to a part of you, whb 
* have been the /eaſt concerned in the 
„ crucifixion of Jeſus, but to you, even 
2 to you, who have been the moſt daring; 
« you, whoſe ſouls ſwelled with the bit- 
« 2 1 againſt the Re 
| «© deemer, 
daes 36. Ade li. 39. Matt. xxvit. 254 _ 
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5 
deemer, to you is the word of this 


Salvation ſent; and if there is one 
more vile than all the reſt, and ated 


* 


as chief in the tremendous buſineſs, 


yet if that Man ſhall (through grace) 
1 repent, and turn to the Lord, he ſhall 
as certainly be received, pardoned, and 
fſaved as any other; for Chriſt makes no 
-* exceptions to coming ſinners.”—Thus 
ve may ſuppoſe the apoſtle (in effect) to 
peak; and I think I may venture to re- 
preſent the merciful Saviour himſelf 
peaking to the moſt outrageous of his 
murderers. in language ſomething like the 
following: O ye that were the moſt 
$6 deſperate i in the cruelties of my death; 
or ye that with the utmoſt rage nailed me 


to the tree, or with furious ſpite and 


„ helliſh madneſs thruſt the ſpear into 


& 40 my fide, I rejoice to ſee you weep, I 


*& delight to hear you enquire what ye 
«ſhall do to be ſaved ; my bowels, my 
% bowels, yearn the following reply, 
Loo 10 ME, and be ye ſaved Come unto 
VM all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 


IF 82 and * *. "give you 77 any man (the 


vileſt 


. K : 55 "Kea TY 22. * Matt. xi. 28. * John vii. 37» * 4 


( 23 ) 

ce yileſt of the vile) birſt for ſalvation, ef 
« him come unto ME and drink; let no one 
„ fay or think that my heart doth not 
<«« poſſeſs grace ſufficient to ſave the 
har greateſt ſinner: I feel ten thouſand 
times more love to you (as the objects 
of divine choice) than ever you could 
<« feel wrath againſt me, even when you 
C ſo ſeverely treated me on the croſs ; 
« ten thouſand times more compaſſion 
flows from my heart towards you, than 
«ever enmity could from your hearts in 
« your moſt inveterate moments Now 
« then fall into my arms now recline on 
e my boſom—venture on the very blood 
you ſhed, under the idea of an atone- 
« ment fer your ſins. O look, look, look 
by faith at the purple ſtream, and ſee 
* floods of mercy burſt from my very 
& ſoul, while I proclaim to every penitent 
on be of good cheer thy fins be forgiven 
« thee,” The word is received, and 
joy fills every believing boſom; for it is 
ſaid * They received the Word gladh—In be- 

_lieving they experienced joy unſpeakable 


2 and full of glory,——Now, ye poor fin-* _ | | | 


223 ners, 
„Matt. ix. 2. 2 Acts ii. 41+ 
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Hers, who have dreadfully encouraged | 


diſpoſitions of the moſt cxuel, yea of a 
murderous nature againſt the followers of 
Chriſt remember, whatſoever you 
have thought, ſaid, or done, againſt 
any of them, (from a hatred to holi- 
neſs) you have (in effect) done againſt 
Chriſt; and he himſelf hath declared that 
M hoſo ſhall offend one of theſe little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that a 
riltone were hanged about his neck, and 
that be were drowned in the depth of the ſea 


bat however this has been the caſe, and 
Von have deſerved the loweſt Hell, yet 


eis hope for you, mercy for you, ſal- 
| for-you, if you acknowledge, your 
I 3 and fly by faith to the Re- 
- deemers. blood. But the poor trembling, 
finger may. ſay, I have ſinned in the moſt 


5 F abominable way againſt Law and Goſpel; 


| a 1 _ Treply; if your life has been one continual 
| ſcene of open wickedneſs, ſo that you, 
have manifeſted an. abſolute abhorrence 


to eyery command of God in the moral 


laws ſuppoſing with this you have diſ- 


covered every Joken.bf deteſtation to the 
3 n * goſpel | | 
3 | þ et. viii. Ge a M 1 | 


as 4 


( 25 ) | 
goſpel in all its. reports of Chriſt, in that 
you have encouraged little or nothing 
elſe but enmity againſt the Saviour, 
againſt his miniſters, —and againſt his 
followers at large; — if you have been guilty 
of all this, yet, if now made willing to 
cry for the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
your cry ſhall be moſt aſſuredly heard, 
and your ſoul eternally ſaved, for Wno- 
SOEVER Hall call on the name of the Lord 
all be ſaved—then, 4ſt and it /ball be 
given you, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock and it 


ſhall be opened unto you—cry, and cry fer- 
vently to the Lord, for with die Lora e 
is mercy, and with him is plexteous nb - 1 


tion—"T be Lord's hand is nit ſhortened” that 


it cannot ſave, neither his Ar bea that. it,” "i 


cannot hegr —He will he anſwh 6 
ſave—ſavg with a great and mi 


vation, ſor ſaith the apoſtle, He bs. ke. 


to ſave them (ALL them) to the VITERKMOST:- = 


that come unto Ged by bim. Hear the mer- 
ciful voice of merciful God: Come now! 
and let us redſon togetber faith the Lord. 


D 4 
Nog Rom. *. 13. Salah M > 
-* Matt. vii. 7. * Heb. vii. 260"; 
Ffalm cxxx. 2. * * 18. 


though your fins be as ſcarlet they ſhall be as 
ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon they 


| 
| 
1 
language of faith cry out, q 


| Hall be as wool. May you now, in the 

13 18 O Lord, what wond' rous Grace is this, > 
_: That tells me I'm forgiv'n ? 9 g 
| = Saves me from darkneſs, death, and hell, 
| 0 And fills my ſoul with heav'n. : * 


f => x 24 — ** : 
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Saul, and in the very murderers of Chriſt; _ 
having likewiſe endeavoured to improve Pra 


"Now having i in ſome meaſure conſider- 3 
= -: ed the free grace of God; and its con- ip 
gquering influence, as manifeſted in the Pe 
converßion of Zaccheus, Magdalen. — V 
the thief on the croſs, -Manaſſeh, — 1 
＋ " 
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the converſion of theſe great ſinners, to Ble 
the end that others, vile as they, might Wg 
b encouraged to fly from ſin, and ex- Tor 
pe the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, | its, 

I ſhall-now further conſider the greatneſs Beal 

of divine mercy, and the freeneſs of tri- ſinn 
umphant grace in the retemton of backs hum 

| Ts HA ber, 

D =. forgi 
F. " Eirſt, David was a partaker of divine ws. 4 
* grace, a man of real uprightneſs, but 2 2 
|  chroughy | T2. 
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„ 
through the power of temptation fell into 
the ſins of Adultery, and Murder, and 


for ſome time did not ſeem ſo concerned Ys 
for his crimes as he ought to have been: 


but God ſent Nathan the prophet as an 
inſtrument to make him ſenſible of his 
great wickedneſs; his ſin was charged 
upon him, hu art ihe man—he confeſſes. 
it, „I have? ſinned againſt the Lord; then 
God, who is ever REaDY to forgive, in- 
ſpires his ſervant to ſay to the diſtreſſed 
penitent, The Lord alſo hath put away THY 
h mm. Great mercy ibis indeed: but fuch 
is the mercy of our God! No wonder 
David fo intenſely charges his ſoul to 
praiſe the Lord in Pſalm cu. 1, 2, 3. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all 2 „ 
within me, bleſs his bay name : Bleſs the -* 
Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his bene- | 
fits, . who fergiveth all THINVE iniquities,, who 
bealeth all Tay diſeaſes. Have any of you 


ſinned as David ?—as David may you 
humbly confeſs your guilt ; arid' remem- SY 


ber, that with David's God there is yet © 
1 pn and if (to him) e 7 


D ol 
» 2 San.” xii. 7. 3 Sam. xii. 13. 


„ Sam. xii, 13. * x John i. 9. 


our fl int, Le is fainful and inf to forgive us 
our fins, and to cleanſe us from ALL unrighte- 
ouſneſs. O may every ſuch perſon be 
helped in a contrite ſpirit to ſay, as the 
true penitent, in Pſalm xxxv. 5. I ac- 
Fnowledged my fin unto THEE, and mine 


Ks 5niguity have I not bid; 1 ſaid I will confeſs 


ay tranſereſſion to the Lord, and thou for- F 
gaveſt the iniquity of my ſin.— A ſenſe of * 2 
' pardon fills the pardoned ſinner with holy r 
ſhame, while his foul-apores the great ſ 
and amazing mercy of a pardoning God; = 
and ſomething ſimilar to the following e. 
lines become the — language of the 
pardoned penitent: 


Lord, 1 look back 75 *. and ſhame, 
To think how I've abus'd thy name, 
Thy great forbearance I admire, 
Since I am not in Tophet's fire. 


And can the Saviour me receive, 

And will he ſuch a wretch forgive? 

10 He can, he will, I doubt no more: 
; . Bot zow believe, and now adore. » "at 


ROY We ſhall now ſpeak ; a lte 2 ba 


of . of his crimes; then, Þ * # 
of Pr 
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of the Lord's mercy in his reſtoration. 


Ephraim had moſt grievouſly revolted 
from God, be made many altars io in; 
yea, ſaith the Lord, Epbraim is foinel 
unto idols, let bim alone—Let him be *filled 
wilh his own ways preſently Iwill be unto 
Ephraim as a Lion—1, even I, ill tear and 


£0 away; I will take away, and none ſhall -: 
reſcue bim will leave him deſtitute f 


my gracious Preſence, and under” the 
ſtroke of my rod, for a time: But will 
the Lord altogether give him up? will he 
entirely take away his mercy. from him? 
will he 2 more be gracious ?—Hear the 
truly affecting language of the great, the 


good, the compaſſionate Jehovah, Heu 
Hall I give thee up Ephraim ?-—Fiow hall 


I—how can I depart from thee wholly? 
It is true I have threatened to viſit thee 
for thine iniquities, and I þave viſited ac- 
cording to my word: But Ephraim I can- 


not give thee up entirely, For my beart is 


turned within me, my repentings are kindled. 


. , . ry 10 Ferceneſs. of 


D 3 mine 
* Hoſes viii. 11. * Hoſea xi. 8. 
e Hoſea iv. 17. | £ Hoſea xi. 8. 
prov. xiv. . 6 inp Xi. 9. 


© Hoſea v. 14. 
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mine anger; I will nat return to deſtroy 
Epbraim, for I am God and not man. — 


Hence it appears that man would deſtroy, 
would (at certain ſeaſons, and under cer- 


tain influences) ſay, Let ſuch a backſlider 


as Ephraim peri, let him periſh for ever— 
But our God is-long-ſuffering 10 uswak b, 
not willing that any (of his people) Hould 
periſb, but that ALL (of them) after all their 
backſlidings. /peuld come to repeutance. God is 
not willing that his people ſhould continue 
in their fins, but that they ſhould be ſorry 
for, and depart from their fins, therefore 
will he himſelf give them true repentance, 
connected with a ſpirit of ſupplication, 
for the retyrns of mercy, as in Jeremiah 
xxxi. 9. They Hall come with weeping and 
with ſupplication will I lead them; I will 
(after all) cauſe them to walk by the rivers 


ef waters in a_ ſtraight way, wherein they. 
Ball nat ſtumble, for I am (yet) a father. 


to Iſfrael, and Ephraim is my fuſt-born— 
Ephraim is ſtill *my. dear ſon, my pleaſant 


ebild, for fince I ſpake againſt lim (in a way © 


of providence ſcourging him for his 
. different 


Þ 2 Peter ili. go: * We: xxxi. 20. 


ccc 


( 3) 

different evils) yet I do earneſtly remember 
him ſtill, therefore my boxvels are troubled for 
him; I will ſurely have mercy on bim ſaitb 
the Lord. Here are the flowings of the 
ſofteſt compaſſion; here is the tender. 
pity of a father's heart—Ah, Lord God, 
bo is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniguity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſton of 
the remnant of bis herilage; he retaineth-not 
bis anger for ever, becauſe be: delighteth in 
mercy ; therefore he will turn again, be will 
have compaſſion upon us; be will ſubdue our 
tniquities, and thou wilt caſt all their 4 
into the depths of the ſea. 


Let no one take encouragement from 


this to think little of ſin; for it is an evil + 
and a bitter thing to fin againſt God; ſo 9 2 


Ephraim well knew; but I am certain the 
true and ſincere penitent will not wilfully | 
ſin that grace might abound; and it is ta 


fincere penitents that I am now ſpeaking ' 


let others abuſe the proclamations of grace 
and PRE as they ws 


”\ 


1 proceed then to obſerve, for the cont 
fort of contrite ſpirits, that the Lord hears 


994 
A. 


| Micah vii. 18, 19. 


G 


all your groans, as he heard the groans 


of Ephraim have ſurely heard Epbraim 
bemoaning himſelf —as if the Lord had ſaid, 


IJ have not only obſerved Ephraim's 


fins, but I have obſerved, particularly ob- 
ſerved, all his Agbs, tears, fears, and prayers; 
and now a gracious God ſpeaks unto you, 
as unto his people of old, O 1/rael, return 
to the Lord thy God, for thou haſt fallen by 
thine iniquity ; tate with you words, and turn 
to the Lord, and ſay—take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciouſly, ſo will we render 
_ the calves of our ups 3 then comes a cluſter 
of the moſt precious promiſes—*7 WII 
Beal their backſliding, I-w1iLL love them freely, 
for mi er is turned aua; I WILL be as 
the dew unto Iſrael; he SHALL grow as the lily, 
And raft forib bis roots as Lebanon; lis 
Branches SHALL fpread, and his beauty SHALL 
be as the olive tree, and his ſmell as Lebanon; 


they that dwell under bis ſhadow $9 ALL return; 


they SHALL revive as the corn and grow as the 
vine. 


| Thirdly, We will now touch a ite 


on the fall of Peter, together with his 
reſtoration; | 


* Hoſea xiv. I, 2. I - Hoſea xiy. 4, 5, 6, Jo 


kreſtoration, and the freeneſs of that grace 
that reſtored him — He was a man of in- 


„ 


gular zeal—of high conſidence of great 
ſincerity but of Uitzle ſel-knowledge z 
and thinking at a particular time to diſ- 
cover his peculiar attachment to his Lord, 

poſitively ſaid to him, *Though all men ſhall 
be offended becauſe of thee, yet will I never be 
offended ; preſently, with increaſing zeal, 
he breaks out in more fervent language, 
Phough I ſhould die with thee, yet will I not 
deny thee. But howſoever he might ſup- 


| poſe himſelf poſſeſſed of more courage 


and fortitude than the reſt of the diſciples, 
he was the firſt man that fell under the 
prevalence of fear, for when a certain 
damſel ſaid unto him, Jou alſo caſt with 
Jeſus of Galilze,' be denied before them all 


ſaying, I know not what thou ſayeſt; and 


when he was gone out into the porch another 
maid ſaw him, and ſaid unto them that were 
there, this fellow was alſo with Feſus of 
Nazareth; and again he denied with an 
OATH, I do not know the man (awful in- 


deed !) and after a while came unto him they 
1 p 1 | ;- © L that 


1. iy . xxvi. 33. 7 >" xxvi. 35. 
| 1 Matt; avi. 69, 70, 2 fo 7 


0 34 ) 
that food by, and ſaid unto Peter, ſurely 
thou alſo art one of them, for thy ſpeech be- 
ꝛorayeth thee , then began be to cursE and 
40 SWEAR, ſaying, T know not the man. 


Here reader ſtop, and muſe on Peter's s 


late RE SOLUTIOW—what is it? like a 

vapour that appeareth for a little time 
and then vaniſheth away; Peter's faith, 
like the faith of many, was all firmneſs, 
until the trial came; his courage undaunt- 
ed until the danger appeared : when 
Chriſt ſpake of the very trying time that 
was, coming, Peter thought little or no- 
thing of it, but ſuppoſed that he had faith, 


Courage, and zeal quite ſufficient to carry 


him manfully through every ſcene of diffi- 
culty ; preſently certain men LAID HOLD 
on Feſus, and led him away to Caiaphas the 
high-prieſt, where the ſcribes and phariſees 


were aſſembled —Peter follows him into 
the high prieſt's palace heareth the falſe 
charges brought againſt him, and that he 
is pronounced guilty of death—ſees with. 


great ſorrow that many pit in bis fare, 


5 tbeir 
| x Matt, xxyi, 87. 


* "w- pom, _ wie bim with the palms of... 


6:0” Fat 
their hands, one and another ſaying pro- 


phecy unto us thou Cbriſt, who is be that 


note thee— Now, Peter, riſe and ſpeak 


for thy Lord; no openly ſhew thy Faith 


in, love to, and zeal for thy dear maſter z 


and tremble at the thoughts of denying 


him after you have ſo courageoufly ſaid, 
though IT ſhould die with thee yet will I not 
deny thee.—But, alas! alas! the man that 
was juſt now all confidence and courage, is 


; ＋ 4 


in a moment all fear and cowardice; for _ 


when onlya young woman told him he was 


with Jeſus of Galilee, inſtead of confeſing 


him before them all, as a proof of his 


great fortitude, he denied him before them 


all as a proof of his great fear; herepeatshis 
denials, and declares he did not ſo much 


as know the man; then ſwears to all his 


lies. Thus we ſee a man at one time diſ- 


cover a ſeemingly undaunted ſpirit ;- he 


ſpeaks as if nothing could move him, but 


in a few moments we ſee in the ſame 


perſon nothing but prevailing fear; we 
hear nothing but dreadſul lies, connected 


with horrid oaths. Surely from all this 
r 1 1 : a hams importance in St. 


| Paul's 
. Matt. Xvi. 68. Matt. 2xvi 5 K 
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Paul's caution, Let him that thinketh 
be ſtandeth take heed left be fall. How- 
ever, the Lord is ever mindful of his 

people, and he is ſtill mindful of a Peter. 

therefore "the' Lord turned and looked upen 

Peter; but methinks when Peter ſaw the 

Lord turning round to look upon him, 
be was all expectation for a very ſevere 
WW reproof;: but Jeſus only /ooks, and looks 
= only with compaſſion; and thoſe com-" 
_ paſſionate looks beget in Peter the moſt 
tively conviction of the aggravated nature 
of his fin, and powerfully produced the -: 
maoſt genuine repentance. But when Jeſus 
booked upon Peter he not only looked > 
Vith great compaſſion, great pity, and 
>. tenderneſs, but at the ſame time con- 
veyed to his heart a deep ſenſe of the 
| . awful truth he before reminded him of 

Bo ata certain time, when he ſaid, I fell 
4 25 Idee Peter, the cock Pall not crow this day | 
FF” before that thou ſhalt thrice deny that thou | 
| 2 .  knoweft me; and nod Peter remembered | 
8 e word of the Lord how b B ſaid unto 
5. e _ cock crow thou e 6 7 
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deny me and Peter went out ea weir ; 
Puterly. "xy | 


From the whole of this circa BS 

I would obſerve the following things: 
Firſt, that Chriſt knows what we ſhall - 

all do, and that we may do ſuch things that A 
ue ourſelves think the moſt unlikely, and 
that the more unlikely we conceive of 
any kind of fall the nearer we may be to 
that very fall; and the more confident 
we are. touching the certainty of our 
ſtanding, in our a1 flrength, the more 
certain it is that we ſhall have awful 1 
to the contrary. Secondly, that althougg 

Chriſt may ſay, we ſhall do ſuch, or en 

an evil, as he ſaid unto Peter, bon 8 

SHALT thrice deny that thou knoweſt me; 
yet, we afe not to ſuppoſe that any kind 


4 of evil is ; pleafing to him, but very offenfrop;, 
| put after all it apprars, that He's may, a 
, does ſometimes: permit his people to fu”, 


WY 2 g into certain evil has a kind of "choſtifement'? 
12 for other evils. There was in Peter's ſelf- I 
- confidence more evil than he was aware 1 


a th IRE, for this we Lord left him o = | 
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e 
himſelf for a time, that he might know 
and feel his own depravity, and better 
underſtand that truth, *Without me ye can do 
mow. And though the fall was exceed- 

ing evil in itſelf, yet the Lord took an 


occaſion by it to cure, or in a great mea- 


fure to take away, the /e/f-confidence of his 


fervant;-and it is a great mercy to be 


delivered from ſuch an evil; for if we 


were not delivered from it we might be 


daily falling into the moſt dreadful abo- 


minations; but that this might not be 
the caſe, our Lord will take ſuch me- 


thods with us as to lead us the more 
effectually out of ourſelves, to a more 


fixed dependance- upon his own ſtrength, 
that our future ſtanding might be the 
more firm, and that all praiſe and glory 
might be given to hin, and we think leſs 


of ourſelves. Peter's fall being over- 


ruled. by divine grace, was an occaſion, 
not only of great ſorrow, but of his derer 


humility, and of thinking. and ſpeaking 


quite different of himſelf than before; 
- for when our Lord, after his reſurrection, '.. 


laid unte him, Simon, fon of Jonas, love 55 
1 | on 145 


en 5.6. | > Joha.xxi. 15. 


* » 


tis ne more than theſe? (or more than 
my «ther. diſciples) he ſaith unto him, uu 

Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee, but 
be did not ſay, I love thee more than 
THESE, or more than thy ther diſciples, as 


(('W 


he formerly ſuggeſted by ſaying, Though 


all fhall be offended yet ill not I; but now. 
he only ſpeaks in a modeſt way, Ta 
kiioweſt that I love thee, as if he had ſaid, 


Lord, I do not pretend even to ſuggeſt 


* that my love to thee is greater than the: 


« love of my brethren (as! formerly did) 
« or that my affection is more fixed and 


« flaming: than theirs; far I have lately 
had very ſhameful proof to the con- 


„ trary; but aſter having evidenced ,a 


«© miſerable deficency 4 in what | ſo largely 
* profeſſed, yet it is my mercy that I can 
e ſincerely liſp out this truth, Th 


*. knoweſt that I love thee.” This is a plam 


matter of fact given (in anſwer to his 
Land queſtion) without any vain-baaſt- 
ing. But, thirdly, I would obſerve from ; 
this circumſtance, that the Saviour's love 
is always the /aze, and that he is more 


| ny: to reſtore his n than they are 


we 


| * Mark XIV. 29. nnn 5 John xxi. 154 - 
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to be reſtored. It is not ſaid after Peter's 
fall that he firſt turned and looked to the 


upon Peter; and, O what amazing grace 
it is that Jeſus will condeſcend to look, 
and look ſo kindly, and with ſuch melting 
. compaſſion on thoſe who have ſo openly 
denied him; but he hates putting away; 
he cannot utterly caſt off; for as a certain 
poet fays, 


10 His heart is made with tenderneſs, 
ec His bowels melt with love.” 


Fourthly, I would obſerve there is no- 
thing like a Saviour's looks to give a con- 
_ © trite heart; all the terrors of the law, 
and declarations of wrath, will not; can- 
not, give repentance, like one merciful 


heart, and made him go out and weep, 
and weep bitterly too; and the Lord's 
abounding grace was manifeſted to Peter, 
not only in looking his ſoul into repentance, 
but in mercifully appearing to him after 
- his reſurrection, and repeatedly renewing 
his commiſſion to 3 Three times 

| the 


N : lee ad. 61 - 


Lord, but that the Lord turned and looked 


look from Chriſt; it was his broke Peter's 


4 .o5* i »& PIES. "I 


D 


4 


the Lord aſked him the queſtion . relative 


to the love of his heart; · three times Peter 
appeals to the Lord touching the finck fit 
of the ſame; and three times the Tord 
renews his commiſſion to perſevere: in 
his miniſtry—* feed my 1dmbs=" lad my 


ſbeep — feed my Heep —— and- being reco- 
vered from his fall he Was? not only to 


ſtrengthen his brethren, as commanded 
in Luke xxii. 32, but he was yet to. call 


ſinners to repentance; and to this end 


God wonderfully bleſſed him en the day 
of Pentecoſt, when about three thoufantl 
ſouls were converted through his inſtru- 
mentality. If he Had conferrec withiteſh 
and blood he might have argued-thus.: 

« Surely finners will not hear any ching 
&© T have to ſay concerning Jeſus, when 
„ have ſo lately denied him with the 


moſt dreadful oaths.” But the ſpirit 
that 2 Peter 8 gave him 


niſhing ſucceſs in his maſter's work. O 
for an heart to look conſtantly to God, 
and to God only for help ! 'and if even a 

ininifier of Chrig das unhappily fallen, 

3 " | ] yet 

* John xxi. 15. 158 . John xxi. 75 
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yet ſo ſure as the Lord gives Him repen- 
tance, and reſtores him to the joys of his 


ſualvation, he has ground to expect that 
God will ſtill make uſe of him, even for 


the converſion of ſinners; this view 
David ſeemed to have when he ſaid unto 
God, Pſalm li. 12, 13, Reſtore unto me 
ibe joy of. thy ſalvation, and uphold me with 
thy free ſpirit, THEN will I teach tranſ- 
greſſors thy ways, and finners SHALL BE 
CONVERTED.TO THEE, God will thus ap- 


pear for, io, and through the moſt unwor- 


thy, when He is determined to manifeſt 
and magnify his own fret grace May 


grace like this increaſe our repentance, 


animate our hope, inflame our zcal- and 


make us run tbe way uy God's * 


e 


. We wall now take a view 


| | . of the. free Grace of God, as manifeſted 


in the reſtoration of the Prodigal Son: 


| ; 25 This perſon. repreſents a backſlider, who | 


having departed. from God is brought into 


circumſtances of the greateſt diſtreſs; in 


the bitterneſs of Mo, ov! he comes to the 
following | 


s. 
* 


% 


— OR 


12 
following determination: I will ariſe and 
go to my father, and ſay unto bim, Father, 
1 have ſinned againſt Heaven and before thee, 


and am no more worthy to be called thy ſons, 


make me as one of thy hired ſervants : Ant 
he aroſe and came. to. his father ; but' when 


be was yet a great way off, his fatber ſaw. 
bim, and had compaſſion, and ran, and felt: 
on his neck, and kiſſed him. Obſerve, the 
father ſaw him a great way off, making 
towards him, but not ſo faſt as welcome; 

we may ſuppoſe him to be much exerciſed. ' 
with a deep ſenſe of guilt, and man 


diſcouraging fears, touching the reception 


he ſhould meet with from his father; the 
| father ſees him thus perplexed, had com- 


paſſion, and ran to give him relief; being 


diſpoſed not only to forgive his former 
crimes, but likewiſe to pardon thoſt 


guilty fears that might fwell the boſom 


of the ſon, in his coming to an offended 


father, who knew his frame and remem- 


bered he was but duſt, and howſoever + 'Y 


comparatively foo the ſon moved toward 
his father, being much troubled with 
m— guilt, the father "RAN" (ben nk 


mov 
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moved with compaſſion) "and withbut 
ſtaying for any more confeſſions of fin, 


be fell on bis neck, and kiſſed him; then 
follows þearty confeſſions indeed, FATHER, 


I RAVE SsISxED ; Why to me ſuch tokens 
of affection, ſach tender affection, I have 


| fonned againſt H. eaven, and in thy fight, and 
1 am no more worthy to be called thy.ſon. But 
= the father ſtill determined to increaſe his 


- Tepentance, after a godly ſort, proceeds 
#n mercy, and "ſaid to his ſervants, Bring 


forth the: beſt rabe, and put it en him, and 


put à ring on his hand, and ſhoes on his feet, | 
gud bring hither the fatted calf,. and kill it, 


_ and let us eat and be merry; fer this my ſon 


Was dead and is alive. again, be was loſt and 
is found; and they began to be merry. —Firft, 


T would, obſerve, the reſtored ſon himſelf | 


Vas merry, or truly happy in receiving 


ſuch very peculiar tokens of his father's 
forgiving love. Secondly, the ſervants 


. were 4 merty,. or exceeding glad, when 


and in being called forth to 
fuch. \mephiful buſineſs theniſebves ; for 
% 8 the inſtruments the 


* Like an ai, * » Lake xr. 22, 23 24. 
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father employed to bring forth the beft i 


robe, &c. &c. But, alas, there 1s ſome- 


thing ſoon takes place to chill their | joy; ; 
for the elder ſon (who ought to have. 
known better) comes from the field; an! ̃⁵ 
hearing ſomething that indicated miret 
and gladneſs, he directly diſcovers great 
diſpleaſure; for it is ſaid he was angry; 47s 4 
this proved his pride: Then he ſpeaks as 


proud and angry men generally 805 hi gl 
of themſelves, and reproachfully of thor 


that the elder ſon ſpake highly of himſelf 
appears by theſe words, Lo theſe many 
- years do J ſerve thee, neither tranſereſſed I ! 
at any time thy commandment. Ah, poor 
creature, he ſeems quite inſenſible of the 
evils of the heart: but, O what boaſting 
language he makes uſe of to ſwell his o.] 
obedience] then he proceeds to refſett 
on his father's conduct Thou never gaveſt 
me a kid that I might make merry with my 
friends; as if he had ſaid, Father, I 
have been very unjuſtly: treated, for 
e aſter all my uniform obedience, I have 
never been indulged with any thing 
Uke the favors as the young prodigal ; 

| * 1 
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6 1 have had hardly any indulgence at all; 
A at leaſt, vor equal to my peculiar obedience 
I therefore conſider myſelf as having 
*. been uſed exceeding ill.” He proceeds 
in the language of reflection, and ſays, 
a ſoon as thy ſon was come —obſerve, he 
does not ſay My BROTHER; but in a taunt- 


ing way THY sow; he himſelf would not 
ovun the relationſhip, and reflects upon 
his father becauſe he did—afterwards (be- 


ing filled with rage againſt his brother) 
he reaps up his particular evils, Ve hath 
devoured thy living with harlots; then he 
ſtrikes at his father's. conduct again, and 
Hou haſt killed for him (unworthy, worth- 
leſs, 3m): the Fal ted calf. O reader, be 


aſtoniſhed at the patience of the father 


in. waiting to 3 the folly of his ſon; 


for ſure it was the height of folly to utter 
ſo. much in his own praiſe, and againſt 


the conduct of his father; but God is 
long-ſuffering tous-ward indeed! O, he is 


rich in mercy, and his compaſſions fail 
not; when the elder ſon had finiſhed tis. 


e rege che father mercifufly 


addreſſed. 


a Luke xv. 30. Lake xv, 30. Luke. xv. 30. 
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Addreſſec him thus, Sou of art iow 4 
me, and all I have is tbine - I call thee 


Son, (not as thou haſt been ſpeaking 


in the ſpirit of a ſon, but in the ſpirit ” 


of phariſaic pride) yet thou art my 


ſon, as ſuch J acknowledge thee, but 
although thou art my very /on, yet, in 


conſequence of acting under the in- 


fluence of an unmercifu!, ſelf righteous 
ſpirit, thou haſt many evils to be for- 


given as well as thy brother; every 
way the exerciſe of my great compaſ- 
ſion is rendered neceſſary; and as I 
have ſhewn bowels of mercies towards 
thy brother, through all his open ux- 


RIGHTEOUSNESS, now I will ſhew bowels 
of mercies towards thee, through all 


thy SELF-RIGHTFQUSNESS, to the end 


that both thee, and thy brother, may 


be confounded, and never open either 


of your mouths any more againſt me, 
or one another, but each take ſhame to 
HIMSELF, abhor HIMSELF, and REPENT 


in duſt and aſhes. It is true, O my ſon, 
that thou haſt not been favoured with 
| any wor ors tokens of my appro- 
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* bation, according to what yeu have 


* before complained of, in ſaying I. ne- 
* ver gave thee a kid to make merry with 


1 30 thy friends, yet thou haſt been the ob- 


10 ject of my care, and Lhave ſhewn thee 
more kindneſs than thou art aware of 


4 1 in ſupplying thy many wants from 


time to time; but being ſo awfully in- 


: 6 "anna by a ſelf-righteous ſpirit thou 


© haſt ſtrangely overlooked thy mer- 
+ cies; but the principal reaſons why J 


| "66 have not indulged thee with more ſen- 


ble comfort, are the following: Firſt, 
« Thou haſt been greatly indulging a 


= ſpirit of pride, and my general con- 


duct is to give grace, comforting 


grace, to the humble. Secondly, A ſevere 
and unmercifuldiſpoſition has deprived 


cc thee of much comfort; but thoſe that 


are merciful to others ſhall have greater 
* mercy ſhewn to themſelves. *Bleſſed 

Me. te are the merciful, they ſhall obtain mercy— 
t * that is, they ſhall obtain larger diſ- 
coveries of mercy, for "with the merct-. 
f vill ſhew myſelf merciful.” And 
5 8 now my Jon, Hake this occaſion to 
| acquaint. - 
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[86 Acquaint thee of the evils that (in 4 
great meaſure) has prevented thy com- b q 
“ fort before; remember that I ſtep duk 
«of my general way in ſhewing ſuch 
peculiar mercy at 7his time, for I found 
thee juſt now, neither humble nor mer- - 
« ciful, but proud and ſevere; think of it, 
deeply think of it, and be more hum- 
ce ble before me, and merciful to others. 
Again, remember, when I manifeſted 
mercy to thy brother, it was in a way 
of confeſſing his fin (and this is . 
* uſual way) but now as I manifeſt — 9 
« to zhee it is juſt after thou haſt been 2 
« flying (as it were) in my face; for, 
e inſtead of confeſſing thy offences 8 
thy brother) thou haſt been making me 
an offender for ſhewing mergy to him; 
« ſurely the moſt free, ſovereign, and 
- F abounding grace is extended to thee 
in my forgivihg all thy ride: think : 
de upon this and #u/b, yet rejorce in that 

* 1 am pacified towards you both, after 
all ye have done; and as it is fow a 4 

= feaſting time, in conſequence of thy - 

a brother's return, I am determined to 
| 25 oy up the noble ſpirit of divine 


4 b q N «cc ; 
. 1 


N 4 
HS k 2 


4 i — 

"4 : „ 
3 4 Y k | - * 

A * — 8 . ** 'T \ 
5%. - . > „ 
» 2. \ = CY >... 6 r 
. 1 . a = = : & 
= —_— W 6 4 1 
. — . - 1 = . . RY 7 
* 


1 


NA 


6509 
“ mirth, in a way of pouring out floods 
of free grace, and ſovereign mercy ; 
therefore I have ſaid, and ill ſay to 
© hee, Sox, thou art ever with me, and 
% all that ] have is thine.” —The elder 
ſon ſpeaks no more, as we hear—methinks 
he is quite overcome with the freeneſs of 


divine grace; he is now filled with holy 


ſorrow, and ſelf-condemnation for his 


awful pride; he greatly delights in his 


father's aſtoniſhing mercy, and is cordially 
reconciled to his reſtored brother. Ah; 


I whatis it that ſovereign mercy cannot 
© do!-nothing will fo. fully bring us to a 


right. mind as the free grace of a covenant 
God.. This grace, in the diſplays of it, 


is the moſt eflectual cure for ſin and ſelf. 


* righteouſneſs —And now what I wiſh for, 


in behalf of my father's family, in whoſe 


hearts the ſpirit of the elder ſon hath 


too much prevailed ; I ſay, what I wiſh 
for touching them is, that my heavenly 


father would bring upon them no evil, but 
INTREAT IN MERCY, and ſay to one and to 
another, Son thou art ever with me, and all 
#bat I have is thine—Be ye therefore REL 
CONCILED TO THY BROTHER. BTL. 


j SE RRrT. TJUTY WU T7. 


- C4 mY 
- k 
- 


C "SIVA 
As I have been making many remarks 
upon the freeneſs of divine grace, as diſ- 
played to the vileſt of ſinners, I would 
now briefly confider the influence of 
grace upon the heart. | 


_ Firſt Converting grace leads to the 
worſhip of the true God.—No ſooner was 
Manaſleh converted to God, through the 
rich influence of: all-conquering grace, 
than he is directly determined to worſhip. 
the God who converted him, as appears 
by what we have in 2 Chron. xxxiii. 15, 16, 
He took away - the firange God, and the idol 
out of the houſe of the Lord, and all the altars 
that be had built in the mount of the houſe of 
the Lord, and in Jeruſalem; and caſt them out 
of the cities—and be repaired the altar of the 
Lord, and (he himſelf) ſacrificed thereon 


peace-offerings, and thank-offerings; and he | 


not only worſhiped the Lord himſeff, but 
defired inſtrumentally to influence others 
to do the ſame; for it is added, he com- 
RUE Judah to ſerve the God of Ijrael. 


| Secondly, Where the true grace of Gd 
powerfully operates in the heart, giving 
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a knowledge of ſalvation, there will be 
fervent affeftion to the Saviour; therefore, 


when Mary Magdalen received from Jeſus 


the forgiveneſs of her ſins, be loved mucn ; 
that is, ſhe felt ſtrong affection to her 
Lord, who had ſo kindly manifeſted his 
pardoning mercy to her ſoul, and indeed 
this is more or leſs the experience of all 
who enjoy the Redeemer's forgiving love, 
Mie love him (ſaith the Poe) becauſe be 
firſt lobed us. 


Thirdly, When poor ſinners partake 
of converting grace they are reconciled 
to the ſaints, and are diſpoſed to hold 
ſweet fellowſhip with them. Thus the 
perſons who were converted under Peter's 
ſermon, not only continued fledfaſily in 
the apoſtles doctrine, but in fellowſhip—fel- 
lowſhip-with the apeſtles, fellowſhip with the 
other diſciples, and fellowſhip with ene another 
in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt—ah, when 
ſovereign grace ſways our immortal ſouls, 
we are in ſome meaſure affected towards 


the ſaints, as David was, when he ſaid 
*they are the nee, in whom is all My N 
: | DELIGHT 


8 Luke vii. 47. 
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DELIGHT; and this love to the ſaints is 
a certain proof of the truth of grace 
We know that we have. paſſed from death 
unto life, becauſe we love the brethren. 


Fourthly, Divine grace leads to a ſor- 
row for ſin When Jeſus graciouſly looked 


upon Peter, then Peter wept bitterly for 
his having denied the Lord.; ſo when 
grace influenced the heart of Ephraim 


he *bemoaned himſelf, and ſpake thus, 
Surely after I was turned I REPENTED, and 
after that I was inſtructed I ſmote on my 
thigh, I WAS ASHAMED, yea even con- 
FOUNDED. And David, being under a 


gracious influence, ſays, 'I will declare 


mine iniquity, I will be SORRY FOR MY SIN. 


Job, moved by the ſame grace, f. ſpeaks 


in ſubſtance the ſame language, I aber 
myſelf, and ReepENT in duſt and aſhes. But 
grace not only works a repentance as it 
reſpects a ſorrow for fin, but as it reſpects 
an utter hatred t it, and a deep concern 
to apart from it. Ts Ephraim graciouſly 


3 reſtored 
n n 
John iii. 14. e Jer. xxxi. 19. 
Luke xxii. 62. t Pſalm xxxviii. 18. 


Jer. xxxi. 18. x Job xlii. 6. 
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reſtored to the worſhip of the true God, 
ben Ephraim fhall ſay, what have I to do 

any more with idols? This language is not 

only expreſſive of his indignation to idolatry, 
but a determination not to have any thing 
more to do with that kind of worſhip; 
ſo when grace prevails in the heart, there 
is not only a diſpoſition to depart from 

| fin, but a fervent deſire to cleave to God, 

and to God only; the language of the 

= believer hen is, 


Take my poor heart, and let it be 
« For ever clos'd to all but thee. 


"mM Fifthly, Grace gives a diſpoſition to ) all 
Good Works—No ſooner was Zaccheus 
converted \than he feels himſelf well 
affected towards the poor—diſpoſed to be 
. ſtrictly juſt—willing amply to reſtore 
\  Tebþat he had unjuſtly taken away from 
1 any man, therefore ſpeaking to Jeſus, he 


; * 
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cries out, Bebold, Lord, the half. of my-.. 
goods I give to the poor, and if I have 140 , i 


any thing from any man by falſe accuſation, 
J reftore him fourfold; ſo as free grace 


: 2 es us to Klee Saviour, from bp 8 


7 D 


rey 
Ss, - 1 


++ > iP 


2 2 


. c nh > Hoſea xiv, ; | \ Lak xi; * 


” . 
5 - 4 

"> PE 

1 . "FEA 4,35 #47, 
a we, 4 
S 14 p 5 88 > 


(46% a 
b we derive a free ſalvation, it teaches us 
0 Freely to do good; hence we have the 
* words of St. Paul in Eph. 2, 10. We are 


his workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus 


God (as it operates in the heart) leads 
from all kind of wickedneſs to every 
branch of practical piety, appears by 
what we have in Titus 11. 11, 12, For the 
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appeared unto all men, that is, to all ſerts 
of people in the publication of the goſpel, 
teaching us (who are under the influence 
of it) that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſis, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
| godly i in this preſent world. 


* 


Sixthly, The diſcovery of he grace 
in the pardon of fin, and in the ſalvation 
of the ſoul, creates a ſpirit of praiſe in 
the ſaved ſinner, *Blz/s the Lord, O my 
foul (faith David) and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy name: Bleſs the Lord, O my 
9 zul, and forget not all his benefits; *vho for- 
verb ALL THINE INIQUITIES, who healeth 
boy 7 ALL. THY. DISEASES. O may this grace, 
. HH this 
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unto good works; and that the grace of 


Grace of God that bringeth ſalvation hath. 
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this forgiving, healing, ſaving grace, con- 
ſtrain us all more than ever to praiſe 
the Lord, and live to his glory. 


Having touched a little upon the i in- 
fluence of grace, as it operates in the heart, 
I ſhall now ſpeak ſomething more on the 
aboundings of grace, in order to encourage 
ſeeking ſouls in their earneſt purſuits 
after ſpiritual bleſſings. We may conſider 
the aboundings of grace, not only as diſ- 

played to the vileſt of offenders in con- 
verting them to God, and in healing 
back(liders, but we may ſhew the abound- 
ings of grace in the vaſt proviſion of 


grace-bleſſings, as treaſured up in the TT 


fulneſs of Jeſus, according to the pre- 


cious reports of the divine word It pleaſed 


the | father that in bim (that is in Chriſt) 


| 4 ſhould all fulueſ dwell; O that we may 


continually come to this overflowing ful. 
neſs, and aſk freely for what we want: 

we cannot put. in for too many promiſed 
bleſſings ; hear the Redeemer's precious 


promiſes—"WHaTSOEVER ye Hal aſt in 
” OR! will 1 do, that _« Father may 
| | 0G | 


| col. 1 19. "Joh xiv, 13, 14. 
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. be glorified in the ſon ; if ye ſhall aſk ANY 


. THING in my name I WILL do it. But if 
| we wiſh to enjoy what the Saviour has ſo 
freely promiſed, it will be found abſo- 
. lutely neceſſary that we cleave to him in 
; ſpirit, and put ourſelves under the ſole 
; direction of his word; therefore he ſays, 
he abide in me, and ny words abide in 
; you, ye ſhall aſk wu ar ye will, and it SHALL 
, be done unto you; and the Lord, in order 
to animate his diſciples to pray more fer- 
vently, and to aſſure them of the certainty 


itz | of the abounding bleſſings for which they 
| ſhould pray, he therefore ſpeaks in the _ 
J moſt encouraging words, *Yerily, verily, T 


ſay unto you, WHATSOEVER ye ſhall ast the 
| father in name be will give it you—bitherto 
v have ye asked NOTHING in my name (COM- 
PARATIVELY) ast, and ye SHALL _— 
that your joy may be full, 


Sometimes goſpel bleſſings are a 
of under the idea of a feaſt; and to ſhew 
+ what a rich proviſion there is, it is called 

Pa feaſt of FAT THINGS, @ feaſt of toi nes on 
the lees, of fat things full of mari, of wines 
on the lees well refined ; and Jeſus himſelf 


| being 
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_ the: dry land ſprings of water 


John x. 10. 


= 1 Pſalm Ixxxi. 10. 


( 58 * 

he at the head of the feaſt, declares 
the richneſs and freeneſs of it, 'by ſaying 
Come, for all things are now ready; and he 
_ equally declares the fulneſs of it by ſaying 
al, O friends, drink, yea drink ABUNDANTLY 


O beloved. am come that ye might have 


life, and that ye might have it more ABUN= 
DANTLY. The divine word exhibits an 


ABUNDANCE of good; it reveals God him- 
ſelf, as *ABUNDANT in goodneſs and truth; 
and this God promiſes his people ABU N- 
DANCE of bleſſings in a way of their aſk. 


ing for them; he ſays to one and another, 
Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it — 
mill reveal the ABUNDANCE of peace and 
truth-——] will open rivers in high places 


and fountains in the midſt of ihe vallies; I 
evill make the wilderneſs a pool of water, and 
I will ex- 
"The meek alſo 


tend peace like. à river- 


increaſe their joy in the Lord, and the poor 
among men fhall rejoice in the holy one 4 


eee Hall Kali, tbemſelves in 


the 
8 | . 
» Lak 1 15 ; ' Jer. XXXUi, 6. Kh 
., * Canticlss v. i. * Iſaiah xli. 18. 


* Iſaiah Ixvi. 12 
Y Iſaiah xxix. 19. 
z Pſalm xxxvii. 11 
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the ABUNDANCE of peace. And are theſe - 
things ſo ?—yes, even ſo. Then, if there 
is ſuch abounding grace contained in ſo. 


many abſolute promiſes, I would obſerve, 


Firſt, We have ground for abounding 
Faith; there *are given to us exceeding great 
and precious promiſe;—promiſes ſuited to 


relieve and comfort the diſtreſted in every 


trying circumſtance, and theſe promiſes 
are made unto us by a faithful God, who 


will not *alter the thing that is gone out of 
Eis mouth—and it is certainly gone out of 


his mouth, that he will help, ftrengtben, 
upbold, ſupport, Supply, and defend his peo- 
ple; and that he will never leave, nor Fer- 
ſake them; and that "they ſhall not want any 
good thing—then ſurely there is ground for 
abounding faith, as there are ſo many preci- 
ous promiſes, made to us by ſo faithful a 
God, and given to us in ſo faithful a Sa- 
viour; concerning whom St. Paul, when 
writing to the Coloſſions, exhorts them 


| to be vooted and built up in him and eftabliſhed 


2 Peter i. 4. 4 Pſalm xxxiv. 10. 
* Pfalm bexxix. 34. © Col. ii. 7. 
£5 Heb. xiil. 5. 
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the faith,” 'ABOUNDING THEREIN Tith 
giving. 


4 - Secondly, As, from a conſideration of 
abounding grace, there is ground for 


abounding faith; ſo there is for abounding 
hope; there is no man poſſeſſed of ſuch 
great grace but what he has ground to hope 
for more our God ęiveth more grace 
more grace in every ſenſe of the word — 
more light, life, love, joy and peace 
more power over ſin, more power over 
ourſelves, the world and the devil 
brighter proſpects of heaven, ſtronger 
aſſurance of our being there, and clearer 


_ views of the glories of the place. O for 
abounding hope, ſo that we may daily 


expect greater and greater things from 
God; this was St. Paul's prayer for the 


ſaints in Rome—*Now the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may ABOUND 1# hope, through the power 


of the Hely Ghoſt. 


Thirdly, From what has been before 
obſerved, there 1s ground for abounding 
Ove; for as the Lord has made ſuch an 
4 +. abundant 


VIP i, f James 3 iv. 6. 1 Rom. xv. 13. 
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for us, it argues a very great love Tut 1 1 
and the more we partake of ſuch provi- 


ſion, the greater obligations we are under 
to love the God who hath thus 1 
Influenced by this, and every other ſuit- 


able confideration, may we be helped ti 


ſee, and feel the importance of David 
exhortation in Pſalm xxxi. 23. O ove the 
Lord (increafingly love the Lord) all ye his 
faints, for the Lord preſerveth the faithful. 
And the more we ſhall abound in love 
to the Lord, ſure I am, that the more we 
ſhall abound in love, one towards another. 
It was St. Paul's great concern to ſee more 
of the aBOUNDINGS of divine love among 
the ſaints—hear his prayer for the Phil. 
lippians And this I pray that your love may 
ABOUND yef more and more, in knowledve 
and in all judgement; but his prayer is 


ſtill more ſtrong, and more extenſive in 


1 Theſſ. v. 12. And the Lord make you to 
INCREASE and ABOUND in love one [ont 
ANOTHER, and towards ALL MEN, even a 
we * towards you. 
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4 | 6 \Fourthly, From the en of 


@bounding grace, there is not only, ground 


3  . for abounding faith, hope, and love, but 


for abounding conſolation— Has the Lord 
promiſed ſo very many bleſſings do we 
in a meaſure partake of what he has pro- 


miſed—and have we greater bleſſings in 


view—and ſhall we as certainly receive 
them as God has promiſed / them ?—moſt 
aſſuredly: Then we have ground to R E- 
JOICE EVER MORE—to this end may we 
thout ceaſing—in every thing give 
thanks—-cleave to Jeſus continually—ſtand 
his name—fight manfully in his 


43 freng th—make uſe of his whole armour — 
4% firmly believe all bis promiſes—and ſteadily 


walk in all bis appointments. Then, to us, 
the inſpired writer, ſpeaks this truly 
animating language, Reoice in the Lord 
ALWAY, and again I ſay RE Joics,—Amen, 


ſo be it. | bh 


| Wow 4 unto him that is able 26 do xx 
ING ABUNDANTLY' above all we aſt or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us— 
unto nM be glory in ht church by His 
Chrift, Amex. 4) | 
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LETTER 9 


VPON. 


The Faith of the Goſpel. 


Dur Friend, * 


Yo U have deſired me to givers a 


few thoughts relative to the faith of 


goſpel, in ſuch a way as may tend (under "2M 
God) to encourage a ſoul that is ſincerely. / 
ſeeking ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. . Agree-: 


able to your requeſt I ſhall touch alittle n : 


the objef of faith—the ground of faith— 
and the aſſurance of faith. Upon theſe 
three particulars I ſhall endeavour to be 


; IN ſhort, plain, and. ſcriptural. 


"Fit, Jeſus Chriſt | is the object of chat 
faith, which may be termed the faith of 
the. goſpel; he himſelf dire&s ſinners to 


* to 1 75 in order to be ſaved; his 


G 2 $11 268 1 


2 ” 
* L of z 
* 


(64 ) 
Expreſs words are *Look unto Mx, and be | 
pe ſaved; this is likewiſe the direction of | 
God the Father: fo ſpeaks an inſpired 
apoſtle,” And this is nis commandment 
that we ſhould believe in the name of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt; and all that are taught of 
God, Tavs believe in, and come to Chriſt 
for all their ſalvation; the following 
are his own words Every man therefore 
that hath heard, and learned of the F. ather, 
| cometh to ME, and the great apoſtle Paul, 
declaring his own experience, as one 
divinely inſtructed, ſays, er to me to live 
» Cnalsr; and again, The life which I now 
i live in the fleſh-is by the FAITH OF THE SON: 
or Gop. And now, my dear friend, let 
me aſk you the very important queſtion 
that our Lord put to the man that was 
born blind, *Dof THov believe in the Son of 
God ?. Doſt thou from the authority of the 
ſcriptures, look from thyſelf to Jeſus, in 
order to be ſaved from every evil, and to 
be bleſſed with every ſpiritual bleſſings, if 
ſo, thou haſt the faith of the goſpel.” 
Secondly} 
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Secondly, As the Son of God is the 
object of faith, ſo the Word of God i, 

the ground of faith : it is by the word,of 

God that we underſtand who Jeſus is, 

and what he hath done and ſuffered, 35 


the great ſalvation he hath effected by 
his meditorial work; the word of God 


aſſures us that he 870ho being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God, but made himſelf of no reputa4zon, 
and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and 
was made in the likeneſs of men, and Feing 
found in faſhion as a man, be humbled 20% 
and became obedient unto death, even the death 
the croſs. The ſcriptures likewiſe informus 


that Jeſus died on the tree in order fi | 
the tranſgreſſion, to make an end of ſins, and se 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring — 


in everlaſti ng riebteouſneſs. Now, to preach 


effected by the life and death of the Son 
of God: All the apoſtles agree 1n..this 
important particular (ays 'Paut) 


prluch Chriſt crucified; he does not ſay I 


"yn preach Chriſt, but wi—all WE, 
5 G 3 „ 


| "hill ils « 6, 7 8. bes ix. 24s. 1 Core 36. 


my *, 


the goſpel, is to proclaim the good news. A 
and glad tidings of a free ſalvation, as 5 


ae 
7 
7 


vo Mare 
de is the Saviour Neitber is there ſalva- 


 #hers, God Both fulfilled the ſame unte ut their 
 hilarenn that be hath raiſed up Jeſus again. 
Mo, be it knawn unto you therefore, 
wen and ——— that N this man is 


46 
ho are the ſent of God, all wr who are 
dreinely taught, wz ALL preach Chriſt 


© EruCifled, as my only ſcriptuxe foundation 


of a finner's faith for 24 foundation can 
lay than is laid, ubich is Jeſas Chriſt ; 


valion in any other, for there is none other 


name under Heaven given amoug men whereby 
toe muſt be ſaved—To this all the inſpired 
prophets agree, for "to bim give all the 
prophets witneſs that through bis name wheſo- 
=— * ever believeth in bim, Shall receide remiſſian 
c fins. The apoſtle Peter ſpeaks in har- 
amomy with all the prophets when he crics 
- -» out, HIN bath Gad exalte# with bis right 
d to be a prince aud a ſaviour, for to 
= 2 Ifraet, and remiſtan of fins, 


Paul, moved by the fame fpirit, goes 


en, Mie declare unto you glad tidings, bow 


that the primiſe which was mede unt the fa- 


2 2 * Kaos 
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Ac x. 439 As xiii. 38, 39. g 
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convinced of ſin, cries out like the- con. 


Ho , i. 30. * Rom: x. 9, 9. 


06 ) 


preached to you the forgiveneſs of fins, and 


by him all: that believe are juſtified from all 
things, from which ye conld not be juſtified 


in the goſpel to be believed by finners, in 
order to their fabvation; and if a perſon 


vinced jailor, M has muſt I do is br faved? 


We fay what the apoſtles - faid to him, 
f Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chri and thos - 


ſhalt be ſaved; again, This is the word of 


ſhalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raiſed him from the dead, THo0uU SHALT BY 
$AVED; but this kind of beliering in 


him, as Paul, when writing to the Ephe- 
fians reſpecting Jeſus, fays, In tabom ye 
alſo TRUSTED, after that ye brar the word 
of  irath—the - gofpet of your falration. 


| Now, if you believe in Chrift, ſo as to 


truft only in what he has done and f. 


fſered, from the authority of revehtion— 
br r have the faich 1 


Ads xvi. 31. . 17 1 13. 
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by the law of Augen. All this-is held-out | 


£.44 
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faith which we preach, that if thou foals © 
ronfeſs with thy mouth the Lord eſis, amd 


| Chriſt neceſſarily includes a truſting in 


— 
— 


I 7 
+ But you tell me, in your experience, 
that, you cannot draw any favourable 


victions are not ſo Arong, as the convic- 
tions of. thoſe who are ſayingly wrought 
upon by divine, grace; neither do you 
think your | repentance ſo deep as to 
"warrant you confidently to affirm that you 
axe in a ſtate of ſalyation—for my own 
part, I do not wonder that you are ſo per- 
; plexed,. while you are looking ſo much to 
& the frrength of your convictions, and the 

" deepneſs of your repentance, and while 
vou are ſo dwelling upon any thing in 
pyourſelf, I ſay while your mind is fo 
5 exerciſed, you will not, you cannot, find 
- Peace 3 and indeed you are not acting 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt at bat time 
when you ſuppoſe that ſuch and ſuch a 
PECULIAR DEGREE of repentance gives you, 
the only warrant to come to him, and unleſs 
1380; have that certain DEGREE. you have no 
t to come; now, although, your hun- 
Seng and thirſting after the Redeemer, 


qu-are not acting undes the "influence of 


3 


a 


. concluſion of. yourſelf, becauſe your con- 


argues a degree of faith in your heart, yet 
Aaith wade to 296 thing elle, than 


. 
the free promiſe of ſalvation as made in 
Ckriſt: faith has to do with what is 
fpoken then, what does the Lord ſpeak 
by an inſpired apoſtle, *That if thou ſbali 
confeſ; with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt 
believe in thy heart that God hath raiſed bim 


from the 3 thou ſhalt be ſaved. When you 
argue ina way of faith, you do not ſay, if 


I have ſuch and ſuch a degree of repentance 
I ſhall be ſaved, but if I % repent as to 
turn from fin and ſelf to the Lord Jeſus, A 
and truſt -only in him; if with this, 1 
likewiſe believe in my heart that God hate 
raiſed him from the dead, I fball be ſaved ; 
may you be helped now to fay, * Lord 
„ Teſus, I do from my heart believe 
that thou didſt expire on the croſs; 
ci that there thou didſt atone for ſin; and 
* do truſt entirely on the great atonement; 
te] do likewiſe believe in thy reſurre&ion, 
& and as thy word declares that a perſon 
4 ſo believing ſhall be ſaved; a as I 
@ ſo believe therefore I, even I, ſhall be 
« ſaved.” This is ſpeaking in the direct 
language of faith, for what the Lord hath 
ſpoken is believed, and to believe what + 
9 ſpeaks to be Ts is the moſt ſimple, 
and 


" 


" Rom. x. 95 


$0 
and (1 think) the beſt definition of faiths” 
but to make this matter the more plain, 
1 would w/v hether you have a full con- 
3 want of a ſaviour, and 
whether e heartily willing to be 
faygd by [0 on of ground & his a- 
| toning F ang ſerve the pro- 
miſe that ſec res Bar ation lies ſtraight 
before you ; the promiſe is not made to 
you, or any other perſon, as having ſuch 


3 and ſuch a particular degree of convittion, 
terror, repentance, humility, &c. but ſimply 


to a coming inner. Jeſus himfelf ſpeaks 
thus, Him that couETRH to ME I will in no 
wiſe caſt out; Chriſt doth not ſay, him that 
cometh to me with ſuch and ſuch quali- 
Feations, but him that cou ETH the ſim- 
ple cominc of a ſinner, to the Saviour, 
includes in it THAT VERY KIND OF RE, 
PENTANCE that is neceſſary to the enjoy- 
ment of ſalvation: then, once more at- 
tend to the Redeemer's words, Him that 
rometh to me, as fimply convinced of his 
need of ſo coming, I will in no wis caſt out, 


l will not caſt him out on account of | 


4 any pat evils, howſoe: ver r aggravated; Ag 
BEG T4 * Jo in vi. 37. | 35 5 
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will I caft him out on account of any de- 
ficiency in his repentance, humility, &c. 
No, I will in no wiss caſt him out. Now 
true faith, as it is drawn forth into lively 
exerciſe, ſettles in the truth of a Saviour's 
word. I do not ſay this, that you ſhould: 
be unconcerned about greater degrees of 
repentance, humility, &c. for true. faith 
will increaſe your concern for more of 
theſe graces ; but then it will not make a 
ſaviour of them, or ſuppoſe there is. na 
ground to act upon, it ſuch graces are not 
kept in ſuch and ſuch peculiar exerciſes; for 
true faith clings to Jeſus and his. croſs, 
and faſtens on the free promiſe of eternal 
life in him; and indeed the only way to 
have much of repentance, humility, love 
to the Lord, and his people, and a grow- 
ing concern for holineſs—l ſay, the only 
way to have an increaſe of theſe bleſſings, 
js to live much by faith upon Chriſt, in 
whoſe covenant- fulneſs all bleſſings are 
contained. 8 0 | 


Should you aſk that if a 1 feels 


A ity, fervent love to the Lord, and 


« * 29 5 
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5 
his people, &c. whether he has not a right | 
to conclude his faith to be genuine, and 
whether he 'may not be the more ſatisfied 
and thankful to the Lord, in finding that 


| 

| 

| 

his faith brings forth its Peper fru To all l 
this J anſwer yes, and indeed he cannot 0 

do otherwiſe, when rigbtiy influenced, than t 
wiſh to be in fuch a frame as becomes a | 
poor ſinner; and it becomes a ſinner to C 

be penitent—to be humble to love his ſa- 1 
vrour, &c. but if at any time he finds a E 
deficiency in the exerciſe of theſe graces, t 

it does not become him to diſbelieve his 1 
ſaviour's werd, and to ſay, that becaufe 1 a 

do not feel ſo and fo, therefore the Lord fe 
will caſt me off; or, that I have now ao #/ 

| to believe : Rarher let him ſay, "LN 
Land if influenced by the ſpirit of faith 7 
he will fay) PH ſtill go to jeſus, and believe th 

-- according tohis word that he will in v wi/e by 
| caſt: me out, notwithſtanding my many ſh 
| im I will fil! truſt in him, 3 
and believe I am yet in a pardoned ſtate; . 
tbough I do not at his time feel the inſſu- gr 
ence of his pardoning love, I will ſtil vi 
5 in his fulneſs, and believe (through - YE 


grace) thar 7 ſhall be yer 1 with & $1 
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every needful bleſſing, and I will keep on if 
praying to him, and waiting upon him 
in the paths of his own appointment, ö 
until he ſhall again ſhine on my longing _ 
foul ; and although I am comparatively * = 
dark to what I have been, and compara» %, 4 
tively dead to what I have been, yet I truſt, 
I ſtill truſt in Jeſus, and the word of God [þ 
declares that "Bleſſed are all they that put 
their truſt in him, and I, even I (in my 
preſent dark frame of mind) ſtill put mY 
truſt in him, therefore I am bleſſed, 
Jam now, even now, in a bleſſed Nate; 
and the dear Redeemer, upon whom, my 
ſoul is dependant, will guicten me qgain; 
this he has promiſed, and his I (in ſome 
meaſure)” believe, and . conſequently for 
this, I pray. Something like hee, are 
the believer's conclufions, when governed _ 
by the power of faith; and if a believe 
ſhould fall into open ſin, yet upon ſucha 
conviction of the evil, as is connected ? 
with a deſire of being reſtored, he has 
ground immediately to go to Chriſt, whoſe 
Awords-are—1F.Anv man thirſt let him come; 
4 Jes, IF ANY man, Even the worſt kind of 
Sm; H | backſliders, 
| Palm ii. 12. 
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backſliders, begin to thirſt again for ſalva- 
tion, let him come; and let no man dare 
prevent him, for the ſooner he comes it 
will be the better for himſelf, and the more 
pleaſing to the Lord, becauſe it is agree- 
able to his own invitation : the goſpel has 


no other voice to a ſinner who is deſirous 


of ſalvation, than Cour To Jesvs And BE 
SAVED, and come Now ; therefore if any 
man thirſt let him come, pia rr come; 
and to every ſuch coming ſoul Jeſus ſays, 
1 will in No wis E caſt thee out. And if at 
any time a poor ſinner ſhould be over- 
whelmed with a ſenſe of his ſins, ſeeing 
and feeling himſelf all flih and defilement, 
and the vileſt of ſinners, he is then en- 
couraged, yea commanded, to come, and 
come directly to the Lord, Come now; 
and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord, 
though your fins be as ſcarlet they ſhall be as 
white as ſnow, though 77 be red like crim- 
ſon they ball be as wool. 
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Nov for a few obſervations. on aſſur- 


* 


15 ans; and 10 
a Firſt, I mall briefly hint wha aura 
; is. 9 | | : ; | 
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© Secondly, That every coming finner 


has good gound to believe with an aſſured 
faith. \ p 


F irt, What is the aſſurance, even the 
full aſſurance of faith, but a full perſuaſion 
that God ſpeaks the truth, that he ſays 
to me as a coming ſinner Iwill in no wiſe 
caſt thee out; and I (through grace) ruLLY 
believe it. Some chuſe to expreſs it thus, 
Aſſurance is a direct witneſs from God 
of a ſaved ſtate this is true; but that 
this aſſurance, or witneſs, is enjoyed in a 
way of believing, is equally true, and ap- 
| pears by thoſe words in 1 John v. 10. He 
that believeth on the Son of God hath the wit- 
neſs in bimſelf. Thus faith, in its proper 
exerciſe, is THE EVIDENCE of things not 
"ſeen. I do not ſay that there is no faith 
where there is no aſſurance, becauſe faith 
may be in the heart, before it is brought 
forth into lively exerciſe; but when 
" aſſurance is enjoyed, it is only the fruit of 
* exerciſed faith. Now I would obſerve 


e Setondey, That every coming ſinner 
"ie Ai good ground to believe with an 
5 . , Mavaro Gy 10095 firſt, from a conſidera- 
„ "ES H 2 tion 
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tion of what is 8 reſpecting Chriſt 
and his all- ſufficient atonement; after 
Paul had been ſpeaking much on the 
atoning blood of Jeſus, he ſays, to ſuch 
ho had received the atonement, Let us 
draw near (to God) chi a true heart, itt 
FULL ASSURANCE: OF FAITH; as if the 
apoſtle had ſaid, “% Seeing the atonement 
of Chriſt is ſo free for the uſe of all 
coming ſinners; and as it is fo ſuffi- 
« cient that the atoning blood *cleanjeth 
„ from all n; let us therefore who 
depend upon it, afſuredly believe that we 
care pardoned upon the ground of it; and 
with humble boldneſs let us approach 
the Lord as pacified with us after all 
e that wwe have done; and let us fully be- 
« lieve that he will grant unto us every 
«+ ſuitable ſupply, in honour to his dear 
_ «ſon, in whom we believe.” Again, I 
would obſerve, that all coming finners 
have a ground to believe, with an afſurgl 
faith, not only from a conſideration af 
what is reported reſpecting the full ni 
ſufficient atonement of Chriſt, but fre 
a conſideration t freenels, of the p 
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miſe; the promiſe of ſalvation and ever- 
' laſting life is not made to ſuch and ſuch 
- DEGREES of grace, or gracious qualifica- 

tions, as before obſerved, but ſimply to 

the ſinner as comino to Jeſus; then, if 

you come to him, and truſt only in his 
blood, how can you too FIRMLY BELIEVE 
that it will cleanſe you from Alx fin? or 
will this be more true ſome years hence 


than at preſent—furely not; and if Chriſt 
ſays, he will in no wiſe caſt out the coming 


ſinner, then the coming ſinner cannot too 
ſtrongly believe that Jeſus ſpeaks the truth; 
yea, it is his duty and privilege to give the 
higlieſt credit to what the Lord ſpeaks — 
neither can he Too soo believe this, unleſs 
he can too ſoon believe the truth—But you 
tell me, my dear friend, that Faith is the gift 
of God - granted: then go to God for it; 
and as he has promiſed every bleſſing in 
a way of prayer, then pray that God 
would help you to believe with an affured 
faith that as a coming ſinner he will in 
|  #0:wiſe caſt thee ont; and that in ſo be- 
q Heving you may! honour his truth. 
i Well eee. the freeneſs of the 
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in a every ſenſe *Give diligence (all oy 
:gence) to make your calling und elemion 
E or ſo an entrauce fhall be miniftered 
ano you abundantly, into the everlafiing king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Nn Chriſt. 


Nou, may the Lord bleſs you with the 
increaſe of faith, repentance, hope, love, | 
meekneſs, patience, and every other grace, | 
is the ſincere deſire of, 


Your's in the Lord, 


s 2 Pet. i. 10. d pet. i. 11. 
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I! LETTER To a FRIEND 
UPON | \ 


Sanctification, or perſonal Holineſs, 
In Oppoſition to what is generally cal 
The Doctrine of ANTINOMINITSM, 


i 


Dear Friend, 


r ; 
You ſerm de ſirous to knot 
my mind upon Sanctification and whe- 
ther I do not hold it 1MpUTzD, and not 
TMPARTED—but, if 1MPARTED, whether 
1 hold i it PROGRESSIVE. * 


Beſiire 1 anfwer your 3 ecluting 
to Santtiſcation, permit me. to ſpeak a fe- 


things relative to Juſtifration.—1 Bran 
chat the Righteouſneſs by which we aye 


* n ir t in 


$- 
[Y 
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5 iv. 6, where Paul ſpeaks of David, 


peaking of the call of the Gentiles, he 
that (to this end) righteouſneſs might be 


- ouſneſs the holy nature of Chriſt is in- 
cluded—and the holy nature of ourexalted 
head is an eſſential part of our juſtifying 
Fighteouſ! neſs; for Jeſus, who ſtands in 
"our law-place, and repreſents the ſinner 
before Jehovah, the law-giver, muſt have 
a nature every way correſpondent: with 


aw. And we muſt have all that made 
over to us for our. juſtification that the 


in the ſaviour's complete righteouſneſs, I 
view inſeparably connected he bolineſs of 
bis nature, the obedience of his life, and the 
merit of bis death; and again, I ſay, a/l 
this, is imputed and applied to the believer, 
for his complete juſtification ; as all the 
different requirements of the law are 
entirely fulfllled in the Redeemer's per- 
Jon: life, and death. | 


5 2 +88 deferibing the bleſſedneſs of the man unto 
en God 1MPUTETH righteouſneſs without 
teams and afterwards, in the 1 ith verſe, 


4 F- mays (in reference to their Juſtification) 


- IMPUTED to them alſo——In this righte- 


the ſtricteſt requirements of. the divine 


law of God required of our repreſentative— 


This 
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22 this juſtifying righteouſneſs is. exprelly 
faid to be *unro all, and urom all ben 
that belie uo that is, urox them (by in 
puiatiom) and not ui rHIN them; buttheir ' 
fanctiſication is not vpox them, but wrraim 
them: for when the Holy Ghoſt works 
faith to apprehend the juſtifying righte. 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, he works this faith in 
the HEART, and he purifes the RAR into 
Which he To works it. Hence we have 
theſe words in Acts xv. 9, - Purifying their 
HEARTS by faith; then, the ſanctification 
of the foirit operates in the purifying of 
the HEART, or sul ſo ſpeaks the apoſtte 
Peter, Seeing ye bave purified your sodrs 
in obeying the truth through the ſpiri. 
So the ſpirit comes into the sour, and 
THERE works faith in Jeſus, and pubifits 
THAT foul by his ſanctifying operations, 
and in-honour to that Saviour in whom the. 
inner believes; but if the ſpirit only 
teſtiſies of Chriſt, without ſanctity ing thee 
Joul in which he bears the teſtimony, then 
the ſpirit operates rather to the din 
ing, -than the govifying of Jeſus, for (at- 


cording: te this) che beteving man 8 
left 


Nom. iii. 23. pet. i. 22. | 
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1 | 
left after his faith, as much uxtrkE 
nis as before his faith. Whereas St. 
Paul holds out-a very different doctrine, 
when he ſays, wa ALL with open face be- 
bolding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, 
are CHANGED into the SAME IMAGE ; {0 
that a perſon who beholds Chriſt by faith, 
becomes in a meaſure LIKE HIM; that is, 
poſſeſſed in a degree of the ſame love, 
holineſs, humility, compaſſion, meek- 
Os. patience, forbeatnhon, _ 


Ido not ſay that our old nature is changed, 
or that the old man, the corrupt part, is 


ſanctiſed; for I know, as the apoſtle argues, 


that the old man, or body. of fin, muſt be 
DESTROYED, and not SAN.CTIFIED.—But 
the point is, that there s truly take 
place a REAL CHANGE in te soul of a 
believer and although his old nature is 
the Tame, that is anger, remains to be 
anger, &c. &c. and the nature of evil! is 
not altered, yet there is ag entire new 
nature given, called by an apoſtle a p1visx 
MTR E, which all true believers in- 
a partake of. See 1 Pet. i i. $15 1 55 
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In Regeneration there is the forming 
of what the apoſtle calls the *NEw Mx, 
which. after God is created in righteouſneſs; 
and true holineſs.—— This NEw Man cannot 
relate to juſtification, for that is effected by 
whatis 1MPUTED—but the NEw MAN is not 
THAT which is, zMPUTED, but that which 
is CREAT ED, and (as before obſeryed) 
created in righteouſneſs and TRUE HOLI- 
Ess; then; it appears that there is holi- 
neſs, true halineſs, wiTHin a believer, 
for there the new man is created; and that 
the new man relates to a work wITHIN, 
is evident from its being termed by St. 
Paul the IN wWwARD man, and by St. Peter 
the 'niDDEN man aided the HEART, which ix 
not corruptible. F 


In Regeneration (as hinged before). we 
conſider the FORMATION. of the new man 
in Sanctification the -cRoOwTH—ag the 
apoſtle. ſays the inward man is e 
day by day. | 


Now who can ſeriouſly think e over the 
before- quoted paſſages of ſcripture and 
deny the ſanctification of the Wade to be 
N ä a 


- 
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a purifying work wirt the believer— 
Indeed the feripture abounds with teſti- 
monies reſpecting this particular—It is 
ſaid of a-gofpel hope, that every man that 
bath this hope in him, parifieth himſelf, even 


A be his pure and Jeſus ſpeaking of ſuch 


ho are inwardly purified by the ſpirit, 
ſays, Bliſſad are the pure in hxaR for they 
Mall fee God, and none elſe ever ſpall; ſo 
argues the apoſtle Paul, in Heb. xii. 14. 
Follow peace with all men, and HOEINESS, 
pore carat no man foal fer the Lora. 


© Having briefly conſidered EN ancti fi 
cativn is an inward work, or a work that 
purifies the heart, I ſhall now obſerve it 
is PROGRESSIVE, or, that it is a daily word 
—one proof is in the paſſage of ſcripture, 
juſt quoted, the new man or inward man 
- Sr renewed DAY BY DAV; that is DAILY, or 
DAYWFTER DAY; another very clear proof 
nds in 2 Cor. iii. 18. where tke apoſtle 
not only obſerves that in the detolding 


of Jeſus we. are cHanctp—but he adds, 
Nom oloRV To Lok, as by the Spirit of ® 


dee if the apoſtle had faid, by. 


Spirit wy 
21 John iii. 3. b Matt. v. 8, . 2 Cor. iv. 16 
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Spirit more and more like him. Now 
ſhould vou object, and ſay, that a believer 
may fall into fin; and if ſo, the work of 
ſanctification cannot go on.—To this I 
would reply, that although a believer 
may fall into fin, and although the ſanc- 
tifying fluence of the Spirit of God at 


THAT TIME does not PREVAIL in the 


foul, yet it does not follow that the work 
of ſanctification is ſtopped ; for, as the 
ſanctifying ſpirit *aB1DEs in the ſoul, he 
gives freſh convictions of ſin, and repen- 
tance FoR fin; ſtirs up again to. prayer, 
and gives more enlarged views of Chriſt, 
and the greatneſs of his ſalvation; and 
ſo a greater degree of fandification muſt 
follow in the end.—It is not difficult to 
conceive that God may and does over-rule 
the falls of believers, ſo that thoſe very 
falls being ſo over-ruled, may iſſue in 
their greater ſanctification, as they are 
a. people who prove (through grace) to 
he true penitents but believers would 
ih not wilfully fin that in the end they might 
he increaſingly ſanctified, any more than 


iN i hey would fin that grace might abound? 


Tito. | | 1 | $4 3 an 
EE * john xiv. 16, | | 
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in every ſenſe of the word they would. ſay, 
God forbid. If believers fall into ſin, 
they muſt feel the threatened rods and 
ſtripes; but the hand that holds the rod 
knows how to lay it on, and equally knows 
how to ſanctify the every ſtrote; and that 
the Lord does chaſtize his people to the 


great end of forwarding the work of 


ſanctification, appears by what we have 
in Heb. x11. 10, where the apoſtle ſpeak- 
ing of the Lord's correcting his children, 
ſays that he does it for our prRoFIT, that 
we might be parlakers of his holineſs; thus it 
is that a believer can ſay to God as David 


did, It is good for me that I bave been 


Micked, has I might learn thy Rlatutes ; and 
again, Before I was aflified, I went aſtray, 


3 ut now, have I kept thy word — And the 


conſtant voice of God, when afflicting his 


| 3 children i is, Ze ſhall be 2005 for 1 ibe Lord 


Jour God am holy. 


- 
+ 


The Lord makes all things to work 


| together for the good of his ſaints, as in 


Rom. viii. 28. Not chat our ſins of tbem 
| | | ſelves | 


& 
„ 
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ſelves can work any good at all; bũt when 
God brings on his merciful rods, in con- 

ſequence of our ſins; then we ſoon ſee 

how things work ToGetHER, and work 

together for coop ; for our ſins give an 

occaſion for the Lord's ſtripes, in which 

ſtripes we the more ſee, and feel too, the 

evil of our having ſinned ; then the ſtripes 

of a kind father being ſanctified, and par- 

doning mercy again manifeſted, we fink _ 
the lower into /e/f-abaſement, and wonder 

that God can look upon ſuch ſinful 

wretches. This iſſues (under the agency 

of the Holy Ghoſt) in the more effectually 

keeping us from ALL ſin; and that this 

W is one end of the Lord's afflicting his 8 

- people appears in Iſaiah xxvii. 9, By this... 

therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged = 

and this is all the fruit—TO TAKE AWAY + * 

HIS SIN. In ſhort, we were eternally 

choſen in Chriſt, that we ſhould be noLy, 

Eph. i. 4.—and Jeſus offered himſelf on the 

croſs topuRIFY unto himſelf a peculiar people; 

or, that his peculiar people might be 

-* PURIFIED, or made holy, like unto him- 

ſelt, Titus ii. 14.— For this the promiſes 

h; 2 likewiſe 15 k ſo ſpeaks the 3 
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ſtle Peter, ¶ bereby are given unto us ex- 
_ ceeding great and precious promiſes, that by 
theſe you might be partakers of the divine 
nature; and ſo when the Lord afflicts his 
people, it is, as I before obſerved, in 
much mercy, and for this great end, that 
we might be made more and more the 
partakers of his ROLINESs, 


Now I have given you a few hints on 
Sanctification May the Lord help you 
to ſee the importance of the ſubject 
and my prayer for you is of the ſame 
nature as St. Paul's, when praying for the 
Theſſalonians, May the very God of peace 


your <yhole ſpirit, ſoul, and body, be preſerved 
 blamel:ſs, unto the coming of our Lord Feſus 
 Chrifi—faithful is be that calleth you who 
alſo WILL bo 1T. 


I conclude, 
Your $ Gincexely, 7 


K. 5. 


1 Theſſ. v. 25• 21 3 


2 Pet. i. 4+ P 


. 1 "20 
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ſanfify you wholly: and I pray God that 
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To THE 


6 EE R U 
MEETING TOGETHER IN | 


Gates-Street, Lincoln s-Inn-Fields. 


Very dear Friends, © 


1 Write you a few lines 
in order to acknowledge—openly and 
gratefully to acknowledge the amazing 

mercy of God, as manifeſted to me, 
-: 4 through the very kind and tender treat- 
= ment I have received from you—T call 
| this the mercy of God; becauſe the mercy 
vou have exerciſed towards me, was dew. 
rived from the great fountain of merceys 
*THE LORD, THE LORD Gop, MERCIFUL + 
AND GRAcIous—unto whom the pſalmiſt 
ſaid, *W1TH THE MERCIFUL, THOU WILT 
SHEW THYSELF MERCIFUL, 9 Ln 68R 


F As 
„ Exod. xxxiv.6 e Pſalm xriäl. 23. 
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As to your ſpirituality, I know it is 
ſuſpected by many — however, be not 
over- anxious about vindicating yourſelves, 
any more than the author of theſe lines. 
It is an inexpreſſible mercy to poſſeſs an 
inward witneſs of Fxcerity before the great 
ſearcher of hearts, who will ſoon, very ſoon, 
fill the judgment ſeat himſelf, and whoſe 
conduct, as a judge, will be exceedingly 
admired by all his ſaints, for wispou, 
EQUITY, and TRUTH. I hope you will 
be moderate in what you ſay reſpecting 
Fuch perions whom you think to have been 
ſevere againſt me touch not their fate 
Hefore God Judge nothing before the time, 
mil the Lord come; and remember the 
<xhortation of St. James, Be ye alſo pa- 
tient, eftabliſh your hearts, for the coming of 
tbe Lord DRAwETH NIGH. Again, BE- 
"HOLD THEE JUDGE STANDETH BEFORE THE 
0 — From this very conſideration, pray 
earnefily, that you may be enabled to 
exerciſe a ſpirit of moderation, even to 
tboſe who may exerciſe a contrary ſpirit 
towards you; this is St. Paul's advice, in 
Phil. iv. 5. Let your moderation be known 
10 all men (ron) the Lord is at band. ; 


a | 61 Cor. iv. To 4 James v. g. 2 James v. 9 * 
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pentance profeſſed be irue and incere 


- — — 
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Ü believe, that as a church, you have 
. been led into the will of God in continu- 
ing me as your paſtor, #nworthy as I am, 
and, that in ſhewing mercy to me, you 
never meant to countenance fin ; but on 
the other hand, you thought you might 
commit fin if you did not exerciſe the 
-mercy to which the Redeemer exhorts, 
- -Who when ſpeaking to his diſciples re- 
ſpecting how one and the other ſhould 
act towards a perſon who ſhould profeſs 
repentance for this or the other evil, he 
gives this poſitive command—*THop 
SHALT FORGIVE HIM : But l know a prin- 
Ciple matter turns here, whether the re- 


Sas T1 aſk who are to be judges of Tas, and 
WA who were to be my judges? - ſuxely not a 
feu individuals, but the church as a body,z 
then the church as a body judged in my 
favour, and ſo acted accordingly. It may 
be ſaid that I was not objected to as a 
. © Member, but only as a paſtor; but I aſk 
"4; Again, WHO OBJECTED not the CHURCH 
ds a body, for a very conſiderable majority 's 
of the members were for continuing mein 


Cog Lake xvii. 4\ 
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my paſtoral office. ov, my dear 
friends, WERE, and STILL ARE, the peo- 
ple of my charge, and ſtrictly ſpeaking 
THE CHURCH, Who ſtill hold me in eſteem 
as your paſtor, for which I ſincerely bleſs 
the Lord. Do not in the leaſt be caſt 
down, when one and another may taunt- 
-ingly ſay, that you are the people who 
- countenance in, knowing it was not 81N 
but a PROFESSED REPENTANCE that you 
favoured, and perhaps others, who did not 
ſee then, may hereafter ſee the propriety 
of your conduct; however, I leave that 
with God—But as to your ſhewing mercy 
and forgiveneſs upon the ground of a 
= profeſſed repentance, you only did that which 
the Lord commands, and ſurely the doing 
what xz commands cannot properly be 
called à countenancing of fin; but rather an 
avoiding of fin, by doing the will of God; 
and if you ſuffer for this, even for doing 
what the Lord commands, then let con- 
-ſcience determine whether you ſuffer 
for well-doing, or ill-doing; but if you” 
| thould Jo ſuffer, you may encourage your- 
ſelves in the Lord, in a way of commit 
ing every matter to m; to this end, 
oy think 
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@hinkwuchon thoſe words in pſalm xxxvii. 
5, 6. Commit thy way to the Lord, truſt 
-alſo in him, and be fhall bring it to paſs; 
and be Hall bring forth thy righteouſneſs 6s 
the light, and thy judgement as the noon-day. 
In ſo giving up yourſelves, and your 
every concern, into the Lord's hand, you 
will ſurely find peace. 


As for my own part, when at times I have 
been pondering over the many very pal- 
pable falſities that lately have been propa- 
gated, and believed, as well as the unfair 
repreſentations, and cruel aggravations, 
of former evils—I ſay, when my mind 
is ſo exerciſed, I find little but perplextty ; * 
but when (through grace) I can commit 
all things into the hands of God, and 
there leave them, I feel the verity of the 
prophet's words, *Thou wilt keep bim in 
perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on ä 
becauſe be truſteth in tibee.—O that there 
may be amongſt us all, a ſpirit of re/igna- 
tion, a waiting until every calamity be s,. 
paſt; and may the Lord in a peculiar "8 
manner keep me increaſingly humble be- 
ore him, and before his people=Ikngow ©: 
© the 


"> 


8 Iſaiah, xxvi. 3. 
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the deepeſt ſelf-abaſement beſt 1 5050 
one who has ſinned againſt light 
May the Lord ſink me in the valley of 
humiliation, and there keep me, while 
all his mercy ſhall paſs before me. 


After all, let us think, and think with 


holy aſtoniſhment, and growing grati- 
- tude, I fay let us think of the very great 
appearance of God, in providing for us 
ſuch a large, and convenient place of 
worſhip- think of his mercy in ſo ce- 
menting our hearts together, and ſettling 
us not only in ſuch a place, but in ſo much 
. - concord, love, and peace—think of his good- 


- neſs in ſtiring up ſo many to hear his 


- . word, and giving ſuch peculiar evidences 
of his gracious preſence—think of his 
kindneſs in ſo continually overturning the 
| prejudices of men, and eſtabliſhing pure 

love in the hearts of thoſe, who ſome 
time ago manifeſted a far different ſpirit 
O think of all the different diſplays of 
Jehovah's great compaſſion—the lighting 
down of his arm, and all his vaſt deli- 
 verances—-what, O waar HArRH Gop 


enn, and what will his hand ll 
3 perform 
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perform if we cleave together in love, and 
Walk uprightly before him— Pray, and, 
hope for great things — God is a great 
God, and loves to beſtow great main 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is 


within me bleſs his holy name; bleſs the Lord, (5555 


O my ſoul, and forget not all his un 


O that I could ſo preach to you, con- 
verſe among you, and walk before you, as 
not any more to grieve you but e 
your happineſs in God, your delight in 
the paths of obedience, and your fervour 
in ſpiritual affection one towards another. 
Indeed the ſweet ſimplicity of the goſpel” * 
that at preſent prevails among you, affords 
at times, a kind of heaven to my ſoul 
O that you may all walk in love be. 
cloathed with humility — pray without ceaſing . 
—forſake not "the aſſembling of yourſelves. 
together as the manner of ſeme is may each 
go forth by the footfteps of the flack, and 

Paſtor and people all agree, | 


To live in conſlant peace; 


Watch for each others mutual good, 


88 each fill up his place, 
| Honour 
i Eph, v. 2. | 
1 Pet, v | * Heb. x. « 
Eo, I Theſſ. To  T7o * Cant. i 1. 8. 
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Honour all the appointments of God 
confider one another to provoke unto love and 
to good works—and put on therefore (as the 


etett of God, holy and beloved) bowels of 


mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
neſs, long-ſuffering, forbearing one another — 
let nothing be done through ſtrife or vain 
glory, but in lowlineſs of mind, let each eſteem 
other better than himſelf. Expect ſharp 
trials in this world, but ſtill keep your 


eye on the captain of ſalvation, he will 


. ſurely make you riſe ſuperior to every 
ſtorm, and at laſt take you into his hea- 


ven kingdom, where fin and ſorrow 


ſhall be known no more for ever. I be- 
lieve that I ſhall meet you in that bright 


world of glorified ſpirits, and intermingle 


my praiſes with yours; while the great- 
nefs of God's ſalvation will be viewed 
with the. moſt profound aſtoniſhment, 
and the higheſt delight—thus filled with 
tranſporting amazement, we ſhall all 
unitedly, and eternally ſing, Wortbyis the 
Lamb. O thatall the dear peopleover whom 


l I have ſtill the honour of being paſtor, 


may. thus meet together in the bliſsful 
realms of everlaſting light. So prays 


Tour very unwortfÞ miniſter, 
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LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


6-1 3:0 


Some little account of my experience— 
Call to the miniftry, and reaſons toy 
my continuing the ſame, 


Dear Friend, 


As you are ſo very deſirous 9 


of hearing ſomething of my experience, 
and call to the miniſtry, &c. I ſhall juſt 
give you the outlines according to my 
promiſe. 


About ſeventeen years ago the Lord 
was pleaſed to bring me under the mini- 
ſtry of a Mr. WILLI Aus, at High Wycomb; 
J heard him many times before J expe- 
rienced any peculiar influence from the 
Lord; however, my mind was frequently 
impreſſed with a perſuaſion that I ſhould 
be brought to know the things of God 
. rough his Juſtrumentality. | 

3 At 
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At a certain time when he was preach- 
ing upon the ſufferings of Chriſt, my 
heart was ſweetly broken by divine power, 
and I felt the moſt ardent breathings after 
theSaviour; I continued hearing the word, 
yet nothing ſeemed to affect me but the 
agonies of the Son of Cod; I gradually found 
my mind. enlightened, ſo that I could 
more and more perceive the beauties of a 
Redeemer, and feel my abſolute need of 
atoning blood—yet I experienced little or 
no terror of mind, under any fearful ap- 
prehenſions of being damned for when 

J was firſt drawn by the Holy Ghoſt, to 
ſee and feel my need of Jeſus, I was di- 


rectly led to hope in his mercy, and had + 


ſtrong perſuaſions that I ſhould know what 
was neceſſary. to be known, in order to 
be made happy. I was particularly fa- 
voured with a ſpirit of prayer, inſomuch 
that after a ſermon was over, I grew inex- 
preſſibly impatient until I could reach my 
habitation, and pour out my ſoul before 
God, in ſome private room; this holy ex- 
erciſe was my very element; I had clearer 
and clearer views of the Saviour's love. toa 


loſt world; all his dying groaps proclaimed 


1990 


to me the unequaled mercy of his heart; 
and I had ſtronger and ſtronger perſuaſions 


of the certainty of ſalvation to every 
ſeeking ſoul from the free invitations and 


promiſes of the goſpel. All I wanted was 
a lively ſenſe, of my own perſonal intereſt 
in Chriſt—this I prayed for, night and 
day; O how did my ſoul urge its every 
plea for this bleſſing! but the enemy 
would frequently ſuggeſt, that 1 was not 


properly prepared for a blefling ſo great, 


particularly, as I had been ſo great a fin- 
ner, and had ſuffered ſo little (in a way of 
ſoul-terror) on the account of my ſins; 
then he tempted me to think that the 
Lord would never favour me with an aſſur- 


ed ſenſe of his pardoning love, until I 
had been firſt brought into very peculiar 


horror of ſpirit—and that it was neceſ- 
fary (prior to the enjoyment of this. bleſ- 
ſing) to have a ſight of ſomething equal 
to a ſight of hell—and that I muſt be 
ſhook over the mouth of the pit (as 
ſome men termed it); this temptation 
faſtened upon me, ſo that I imprudently 
prayed for great horrors of mind; nor did 
I ſeem to care what depths of miſery I 
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ſhould be plunged into, ſo that I could - 
afterwards enjoy an aſſured perſuaſion of 
intereſt in the Redeemer's blood; but 
the Lord in mercy refuſed to anſwer my 
Prayers in ſuch a way at that time for he 
ſtill drew me with the cords of a man, and 
with bands of love, giving me now and 
then ſuch a ſweet glimpſe of his mercy, 
that encouraged me to perſevere in his 
good ways. The ſpirit of prayer was 
continued, my defires after Chriſt were 
more fervent, my hatred to ſin increaſed, 
my delight in holineſs was heightened, 
and my love to the ſaints was. inflamed, 
ſo that I could truly ſay, they were to me 
the excellent of the earth, the people with 
ac hom 40as all my delight—with them I 
aſſogiated - with them I often joined in fi 
prayer and ſpiritual converſation, and . 
was ready to ſay to every child of God, ſ; 
as Ruth ſaid to Nahomi, Thy people ſhall 
be my people, and thy God my God. I thought 
J wanted nothing but the aſſurance of a. 
Saviour's love; ſo that I could ſay to 2 
Teſus (by the Spirit's influence) My LoRD, by 
and My 60D ;: for this I laboured in prayer * 
for hours together; but J muſt: confeſs 2 


rr . TT. ˙ A 
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at that time I had ſtrange notions of the 
manner in which the Son of God was to 
be revealed to my ſoul; for Ioften thought 
J was to have a kind of viſion, in which 
I ſhould ſee Chriſt in an extraordinary 
way, even with my bodily eyes; there- 
fore I frequently went out of an evening, 
and ſometimes late at night, into a re- 
tired place; now and then in the fields, 
or under a hedge, and frequently in a 
wood“; and becauſe I met with a ſuc- 


ceſſion of diſappointments, I thought F. 


ſhould never know what was meant by a 


clear revelation of Chriſt. However, I 


ſtill kept under the word, and was ſtill 
favoured with the drawings of the Holy 
Spirit. I read the ſcriptures much, and 


found great encouragement in the general 
invitations and promiſes of the goſpel; 


ſo that my heart at times was greatly 


melted down in love to Jeſus; his dear 


name was made very precious to my ſoul: 
and I was brought by gradual light to un- 


derſtand that all my peace, even aſſurance, | 


only ſpeak this to guard * againſt: de- 
lufions. When I was looking for ſuch kind of viſions 
1 was not led by the authority of the ſcriptures. 


K 3 1 
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and the happineſs connected with it, 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings, were to be 
enjoyed in a way of believing. But as I 
frequently heard one and another ſpeak 
about the application of promiſes, in ſome 
very peculiar manner, I was all deſire to 
know what theſe people could mean; but 
] was brought ſpiritually, ſcripturally, and 
rationally to ſee that whenever any part of 
the word of God was brought into the ſoul 
with power, ſo that the ſoul could mix 
faith in it, and derive comfort in believ- 
ing, that This was the application of the 
word; and that the word might be ſaid 
to be more or leſs powerfully applied, as 


a perſon was more or leſs enabled to be- 
lieve it; and, bleſſed be the Lord, as 1 4 


went on in wiſdom's ways, I was increa- as 
ſingly favoured with very ſuitable portions te 

of the divine word at times; for when 1 
greatly perſecuted, ſuch paſſages of the ci 
ſcripture as the following were made very : ll 
precious and helpful to me, *No weapon fo 
that is formed againſt thee ſhall proſper — ba 
2 bFear thou not, for I am with thee, be fu 
not 13 for I am thy God, I will ſo 

 Prengthen 8 


[i liv, 5s vd Iſaiah xli. 10. 
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frengthen thee, J will belp thee, yea 1 will 
uphold thee by the right hand of my righteouſs - 
neſs—and again *Rejoice and be exceeding. 
glad, for great is your reward in Heaven, 
for ſo perſecuted they the prophets which were © 


before you. I now found a greater deter- 
mination to cleave to God at all events; 


and for ſome conſiderable time was par- 
ticularly devoted to him; but ofa ſudden 
the devil thruſt ſore at me that I might fall 
(this happened in a country town about 


two years after | was awakened) the ene- 


my got an awful advantage over me, but 


God wrought an aſtoniſhing deliverance 


in my behalf; yet, notwithſtanding the 


deliverance I was greatly diſtreſſed, ant! 


roared by reaſon of the diſquietude of my heart; © 


as ina meaſure I had given way tothe © * 
_ temptation; in the bitterneſs of my ſoul 


I prayed to God; 25 ſearched the 
ſcriptures; I prayed : d again, un- 
til I was particularly ſtru With what 13 
found in Pſalm ix. 10. " 0-2 4% Lord, 


baſt not forſaken them that ſeek thee. * Ochow 


ſweet was this paſſage of ſcripture to aig 
foul! it ee to me big Ir t 


M.,tt. v. 10, 12. 
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mercy of God but ſtill more ſweet and 


encouraging did I find thoſe words in 


Ifaiah liv. 7, 8. For a ſmall moment have 
I forſaken thee, but with great mercies will 
1 gather thee; in a little wrath I hid my 
face from thee for a moment, but with ever- 
laſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, 
faith the Lord thy Redeemer. 


From. this time I was helped to perſe- 
vere in prayer and watchfulneſs, and was 
kept of God in ſuch a way, for about nine 
years, that I believe none could bring any 
thing againſt my moral conduct, I mean 
as to open evil Vet the depravity of my 


nature the unſuitable tempers of my 


mind —a wandering ſpirit in duty the 
ſwellings of unbelief— want of love to 
God want of gratitude—my darkneſs 
and ignorance—my awful deadneſs of 
ſoul—and many doubts and fears—all 
theſe, and various other inward evils, 
I had often to lament; and what conſi- 
- derably added to my grief was, the lite 
tleneſs of my repentance, for tie many 
evils J had ſo daringly: committegf 
to my operons I could trub#:fay 

LEA *  --. mourned 
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mourned | becauſe I mourned no more, 
Afterwards my former temptation faſten» 
ed upon me again, namely, that I was not 


effectually called, as I never had the deep 


horrors of ſoul which I heard many ſpeak 
about; thoſe terrifying fears of damnation 
that again and again was ſuggeſted in my 


mind, to be neceſſarily connected with 


true, and effectual convictions. But a 
certain miniſter of the goſpel, was a very 
great means of delivering-me from this 
temptation, by obſerving, that moſt, of IS 
the apoſtles, when firſtcalled by the E 
were drawn by love, as Jeſus ſaid to one 

and another, Follow me; and they left 
all, and followed him, from a divine con- 
viction that he was the Son of God, the 
Saviour of mankind, This obſervation 
relieved my ſpirit much, for I knew I had 
been ſo convinced of my loſt ſtate. by na- 
ture, that none but Jeſus could ſave” me; 
and I felt myſelf willing, heariily willing, 
to be ſaved by him, and to be ſaved from 
ſin, yea, from every ſin; and that all my 


heart was fixed on the blood of the croſs; 


from theſe conſiderations, I was in a very 


Seat meaſure delivered from the before 
prevailing 


- 
* 
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prevailing temptation - but in about two 
years after this, I was brought into terror, 
great terror of mind indeed; for one day, 
when walking on a certain heath, I felt 
as if I was curſed of God, and as if his 
curſe was working in my very ſoul—l 
cried aloud for mercy, in the utmoſt ago- 
ny of ſpirt, and in a moment, bleſſed be 
the Lord, I found peace, ſweet peace, from 
an application of thoſe words in Gal. 111. 20. 
Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the 
law, being made a curſe for us. A few days 
afrerwards my foul was again perplexed, 
and ſtill wanted to have clearer evidence 
that the Lord loved me; I cried aloud, 
pleading only for mercy, as revealed in 
Jefus—and theſe words were given me, 
TheLord taketh pleaſure in them that fear 
him, in them that hope in his mercy. I 
was then led to ſee, as all my hopes were 
fixed on the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 


that I was among the people there ſpoken 


of, and whom the Lord took pleaſure in 
that he loved mr, even ME. | 


About this time I was greatly ſolicited 
to preach, but would not comply 4 I'wag 
| ela 
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Fepeatedly deſired by many to make the 
attempt, but as often refuſed, OK : 
was not called of God to the work ; 

the work appeared very deſirable, and as 
being ſo frequently requeſted by good 
men, I made it a matter of prayer before 
God; I was again and again, urged by 
different people, but the idea of running 
before I was ſent, prevented my compli. 
ance—at laſt, one morning in prayer, I $7 
was particularly earneſt with the Lord, At 
to know his will; I found myſelf quite 
diſpoſed to do hat which ſhould be moſt 12 
pleaſing to him; I found my ſoul for a 
time enlarged in prayer, and experienced 
ſomething of an influence conveying to 
my mind an intimation that the Lord had 
deſigned me as a preacher of his word, but 
a ſtrange fear immediately prevailed in 
my heart, that the miniſter under whom 
I was awakened would cenſure me for 
. ſpiritual pride. However, I continued at 
the throne of grace, and as near as I can 
recollect ſpake thus to the Lord—< O 
Lord let me know thy will in this important 
matter; |if it is NOT thy will I ſhould ſpeak 
S in thy name, hedge up my way, and 
never 
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never let me make the attempt; but if 
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it is thy will, make it evident by thy 
ſpirit to my ſoul, in a way of prayer, and 
confirm it in a way of providence. » My 
heart was not only affected in a moment 
by the ſenſible preſence of God, but in E. 
ſuch a way as I began to think he had | 
fomething for me to do in his vineyard; 
and I fully believed if the Lord had truly 
called me to his work it would be made 
out in a way of providence, according to 
the tenour of my prayer. A very few 
days afterwards I went to ſee my ſpiritual 
father, who told me, almoſt as ſoon as I 
entered his houſe, that it had been laid 
upon his mind for ſome time that the 
Lord intended me as a preacher of the 
goſpel; he then ſpake of an engagement 
he had made to preach to a people in a 
country place, but being very ill in body, 
he could not fulfil his engagement; he 

preffed me very much to go, I at firſt re- f 
fuſed, but when I came to conſider 

what I had been before praying for, tlie 
nature of my prayer, and what a ſtreſs I 
had laid on providence, believing the 


will of God was to be ina great meaſure | 
a une 3 
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underſtood in a providential way; then, 
when I connected the different im- 
preſſions of my mind, with the impreſ— 
fions made on the mind of the very mi- 
niſter whom I thought would be ſo much 
againſt it; and when, with all this, Icon- 
fidered his poſitive engagement to preach; 
his being rendered unable through illneſs 
of body, and the people's diſappointment 
if not ſupplied; and the prefling argu- 
ments of my ſpiritual father, that I 
might be the very ſupply, repeatedly de- 
elaring that his mind had been ſo often 
perſuaded from the Lord, that he would 
be with me in the work —Conſidering all 
theſe things together, I complied; I went, 
and preached as well as I could—God 
owned the word. I was then aſked to 
preach at ſeveral little country towns and 
villages. I begged direction of God, and 
had great encouragement to perſevere. 
After ſome time joined a Baptiſt Church 
—had the ſanction of that church—wag 
regularly called our—and the miniſter 
addreſſed me from Matt. xxi. 28, Son, g0 
work to-day in my vineyard, 
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0 then perſevered in my maſter's work. 
with great pleaſure, and, according to all 
appearance, with abundant ſucceſs. I 
ſettled in a little town; a few of the 
u followers entered into a church 
ate - choſe me their paſtor—T was or- 
dained, God eminently preſent; and it 
was a time of love among the people. 
The Lord increaſingly bleſſed my mini- 
ſtry We greatly proſpered as a church. 
But if I was to give a particular ac- 
count of the changes I paſſed through 
during the time I ſtayed in that place; 
together with my coming to London, 
and the ſeveral particular circumſtances 1 
a 


r SS Ro Me 


that opened-my way ; if likewiſe I was to 15 
give an account of my ſettlement at * a 
Green-Walk, and afterwards at Chapel- p 

Street, Soho; if I was to enter into a 3g 

train of providential occurrences, and | F 

ſpeak. of the Lord's wonderful dealings | 8 

* Aich me, and the church, over whom I , 3 

am ſtill paſtor; if, I ſay, I was to relate a 
' particulars to the preſent time, as to the | 3 

Lord's appearances for me, both in a 3 


way of grace and providence, it would Fs 
ſwell a large volume. This T did not Fu 
7 | promiſe 


(11 9 
promiſe, as I knew it would be impracti- 
| cable in ſo ſmall a book; all I promiſed 
were the outlines of my experience my 


call to the miniſtry and my reaſons for 
continuing the ſame. Now I have given 


the outlines (and but the outlines) of my 
experience, till the time | was called to be 
a preacher of the goſpel—The Lord's 
gracious work with my foul, and his pecu- 
liar appearances in providence, for the 
ſpace of about twelve years, I muſt for the 
preſent paſs by. 


As I have thus given a few hints of the 
Lord's work prior to my call to the mi- 
niſtry—and the call itſelf, I am to aſſign 
a few reaſons for my continuing the 
ſame; and here I ſhall be as conciſe: as 
poſſible. When the unhappy ſepara 
tion took place at Soho-Chapel, there 
were many men of many minds. touching 
the propriety, or impropriety of my con- 
tinuing in my paſtoral office; after many 
things had been conſidered, and ſuch 
methods taken as I ſhall leave with God 
to determine whether they were accord- 
ing to his word; I made my appeal to 
. L 2 the 


29 

the church; the church, when aſſembled 
together, greatly defired I ſhould ſpeak 
for myſelf—I deſired the ſame—a few in- 
dividuals objeted—a church act paſſed, 

and it appeared a very conſiderable ma- 

zority were for giving me a hearing — 


7 Un ſecond church act paſſed, when only 


the men members were preſent; it ap- 
peared the ſecond time, that a majority 
of nearly ſix out of ſeven were for my 
ſpeaking - but I was rot permitied— 
numbers were in tears, being grieved to 
ſee all church authority driven away; at 
laſt, a dear friend, one of the members, 
upon being requeſted, agreed, that the 
church ſhould aſſemble together at his 
meeting houſe—the church were driven to 
an expedient of this kind, as there was no 


likelihood that ever I ſhould have a fair 


Hearing in our proper place of worſhip, 

which, from that night, was to be con- 
ſidered PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

| 5 

However, the next evening, the church 

aſſembled together in the meeting houſe 

of my friend, where I acknowledged the 


zin I had unhappily fallen inta, patti- 
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bling ourſelves together, a few times, it 
became the general voice of the church 
that I ſhould areal accordingly Idid the 


„ [.; obſerved 
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tularly the principal ones, which took 
place about four years ago—likewiſe I 
ſpake of the goodneſs, of the Lord, in 
having given me repentance; while I 
was ſpeaking,. almoſt all the people were 
melted down in the tendereſt ſympathy— 

215 eſent, and tears ran apace; the 
queſtion was put to about 140 members 
then preſent, whether they were willing 
to continue me their paſtor; this they 
were to ſignify by the holding up of 
hands—their hands ſprang up immedi- 
ately, ina way that diſcovered the fervour 
of their affection, and the ſincerity of 
their reconciliation. There was not on 
diſſenting voice among all the church 
members preſent—not one ingle individual 
made the /eaſt objection againſt me; and 
but one perſon (as I know of) neuter. | 
Several defired me to preach immedi- 
ately, or the firſt opportunity, in the 
-megting houſe of my friend - then 
TYefuſed,:for certain reaſons. After aſſem- 


nat Lord s Day, in the place before 


Bi Tt m4 ) 
—_— Bbſerved—God was preſent indeed ; and 
it appeared not only to be the voice of 
the church, but the voice of almoft all 
who heard me, to perſevere in my mini- 
ſtry; I did, and ſtill do, and find every 
e 


Now, my dear friend, it appeared to 
be the will of God that I ſhould continue 
in my paſtoral office, feeing I had the voice 


thouꝑht with myſelf who has to do, or fo 


much to do, with my miniſtry, as the 


people to whom I preach ; ſurely they 
themſelves are the beſt judges whether 
my miniſtry has been and till is made pro- 
fitable to their ſouls; and as to my repen- 
tance for former evils, who are to be 
ſatisfied (principally to be ſatisfied) reſpect- 
ing THAT—ſurely the people with whom 
I am ſo cloſely connected in a church 
ſtate. And, as to my paſtoral office— 


ſcripture, and even common fenſe, join 


to ſay, that the church as a body, .who 
called me to that office, had the greateſt 


right to continue me in that office, or to 


diſmiſs me. Let who will be conſulted— 


vf the church and moſt of my hearers; 1 


A 


A 


E 


a church of Chriſt is not to be de prived 


of their right of chooſing and ng b 
a miniſter: So likewiſe it is in the power 


of the church as a body, to chooſe or re- 
fuſe any other officer; and if they think 


it right to call a committee, they may 
diſſolve that committee whenever they 
pleaſe, unleſs the church ceaſes to be a 
church from their chooſing fuch a com- 
mittee ; no officer, or number of officers, _ 


or any kind of acting perſons in a church, 
have power over the body, for the body 
is the very. ſource of power. And if by 
any means miniſters are called in, juſt 


by way of advice, it is true they may 
ſpeak trom a general view of things, and 


adviſe accordingly; but then, their advice 


becomes no church law; neither ſhould _ 


any kind of officers think themſelves war- 


ranted from the advice of perſons out of 
the church to act againſt the church itſelf, 
or to wrench the government from that 
body of people from whom they derive 
all power of action. If the officers 1 
one church advife with officers of ano- 
ther, the given advice (which is only 
the fruit of private conſultation) ſhould 


Not 
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not by thoſe officers be brought into a 
church law; but the advice received 
mould be entirely ſubmitted to the 
church, as a body, for abſolute determi- 


nation; without this leading idea church- 
government is nothing—tfor whenever 


individuals begin to govern a church, the 
church ceaſes to govern itſelf : But ac- 
cording to all the epiſtles directed to the 
different churches, and according to what 
we have in, many parts of the acts of the 
| apoſtles, it 1s very clear that every church 
as a body were to govern themſelves. - 


I would now obſerve, in ſhort, that 


the reaſons for my continuing in my 
paſtoral office were the following : 
Firſt, The voice of that body, of people 
from whom I derived my office-power: 


Theſe people had directly to do with m/ 
profeſſed ſincerity as a _penitent—in this 
"THEY. WIRE FULLY SATISFIED. Again, 
they had directly to do with my miniſtr 
nr was likewiſe made a great bleſ—- 


fing to their ſouls even increaſingly. ſo, 


long after my fall they were, even in 
bis fenſe FULLY. ſatisfied : All this, con- 


"IK nected 
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nected with an inward conſciouſneſs of 


reſtoration, and that howſoever different 
things had been ſaid touching my going 
on in fin, even fince the firſt time that 
reconciliation was manifeſted in Soho 
Chapel; I ſay, that although this was 
buſily reported, I knew all fuch reports 


to be entirely falſe, and fo they have 
proved ſince.— Then conſcious fincerity in 


my declared repentance—with the voice or 
THE CHURCH, Compoſed of a GREAT 
' NUMBER of affefionate members, to whom 
my miniſtry had been and ftill was, made 
particularly ufeful—Theſe things being 
viewed were incitements for me to con- 
tinue in my office. 


But, before I conclude, I muſt obſerve at 
the time when 1t ſeemed to be defired by 
individuals that I ſhould decline my paſ- 
toral office, and go out of London to a 
diſtant place, the Lord was pleaſed at a 
certain time, juſt after fervent prayer, 


and upon the opening of the bible, to 3 


give me to ſee fomething of his will in 
reading of thoſe words in pſalm xi. 1. 
In the Lord put 1 my truſt, haw ſay ye to wy 
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Joul, rut as a bird to your mountain. From 
the encouragement Lfound in theſe words 
J was determined not to flee, howſoever 
J might be deſired of men, but ſtand my 
ground and ſee what God would do with 
his unworthy, ſervant—I prayed, and 
waited on the Lord night and day, and 
every opening providence confirmed me 
in a belief that I ſhould be brought 
through my difficulties ; and although I 
had at times ſuch inexpreſſible diſtreſs of 


ſoul, that I poſſeſſed dreadful fears I ſhould 


be deprived of my ſenſes, yet frequently 
(in a way of prayer) I was wonderfully 
ſupported by divine power; and the con- 
tinual appearances of God confirmed my 
hopes in his divine mercy, and ſweetly 


. increaſed my peace. The Lord ſtill goes 


on to appear both as a God of grace and 
.providence, to the great but very agree- 


able aſtoniſhment of my ſoul. And now 


1 can ſay that I forgive all who have 


acted ſevere againſt me—I find myſelf - 


diſpoſed to ſerve any of them if defired, 


and if it ſhould be in my power. I am 


not left to call in queſtion the ſtate of one 
of them who oppoſed me in Chapels 
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ſtreet, but believe they are the children 
of /God ; and wherein they have dorje 
wrong, may the Lord ſhew them, and 
give them to poſſeſs a better ſpirit in 
time to come—and may the Lord grant 
that, my future days may be more ſpent 
to the glory of him who hath been fo ex- 
ceedingly gracious to. my ſoul—O for 
deep humility of ſpirit—uniform'upright- 
neſs of conduct—love to all, xarticu- 
larly to the people of my charge=and 
O may you; my dear friend, together 
with unworthy me, after a few mote trials, 
die in peace, and haye an happy entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom of the great 
Immanuel—to ſpend an eternity in cele- 
brating his high praiſes, with all 'the 
ranſomed of his blood. So prays 


4 
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Your's,' moſt affectionately, 


RICHARD BURNHAM. 


SUNG ON THE OPENING OP | 
"EBEN-EZER CHAPEL, *Þ 
D Gates-Street, Lincoln a- Inn Fields. 


| I. | 
REAT is the Providence of God, 

— __ Myſterious is bis will; 

Strange are the the changes of the road | - 
# That leads to Zion? s hill. 
ret IL 

Through the dark cloud our God appears, 
And ſhews a ſmiling face; 
© Darkneſs he turns to cleareſt light, 

And pain to flowing peace. 
III. 
We, in thy preſence, deareſt Lord, 
Have cauſe to weep, and wail; 
Vet have abundant cauſe to ſing, 
That mercy does prevail. 
r 
+ * Mercy divine! thy ſoothing ſmiles, | 
Have dry'd the ſtreaming tear, | ＋ 
And made thy mourners to rejoice, 
And kindly brought us here, 


| v. | 5 
Mog may chis place contain the beam 
Of fſeſu's lovely face; 
Long be the goſpel-trumpet blown 
Jo ſound redeeming grace. 
| VI. 
O Saviour! make the thoughtleſs nin, 
Hear thy repeated calls; 
May there be thouſands born of God, 
Within theſe ſacred walls. 
| VII. 
Here may thy ſaints with pleaſure ſeed, 
On Manna from above ; 9 
Worſhip the Lord with burning zeal, | "i 
And all abide in love, 
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Sung after the F1R8T SERMON preached” 
| on I Sam. vii. 12. 


And called the name of it Eben-Ezer, ſaving if 
hitherto hath the 4 helped us. 2 


I. 
1.25, thou haſt kindly proemje'd help, - 
Thy promis'd help we've ſought; ; 
Our Enzn-8ZER here we raiſe, 
For here thy ſaints are brought, 
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19. 
II. 
Brought by the Lord, whoſe tender hand, 
Led us in paths unknown; 
Subdu'd our fears, our hopes reviv'd, 
In honour to thy throne, 
* III. | 
Receive our mutual thanks, O God ! 
For this bright op'ning day ; 4 
And help us now to perſevere | 
In each appointed way. 


IV. 
Help us to truſt thy faithful word; 
Help us to watch, and pray ; 
And help us patiently to bear 


The trials of the way. 
wn | 
Help us to ſee thy gracious care, ; 
In ev'ry rich ſupply ; | 
Help us to love the helping hand, ; 
That brings ſalvation nigh. WR: 
Help us to paſs thro” ev'ry ſtorm, 11 
Thro' ev'ry fiercer fire; = 
Help us at laſt to mount thy throne, q 8 
And ev'ry help admire! 3 
| | Si 
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ON THE DEATH OP 


HENRY PECKWELL, D.D. 


DEATH! relentleſs tyrant, ſay how far 
The wide extent of thy dominions are ; 
Through the whole earth thine arrows fly abroad, 

Wiſely directed by th' unerring God, 


The rich, the great, e'en princes, kings, and all, 


Pierc'd by thy dart muſt yeild—moſt /arely fall; 
But ſay, O death! O ſay, thou ghaſtly king, 


Are none deliver'd from thy painful fling ? 
'Surely a few falvation can proclaim, 


And dare to meet thee in the Saviour's name. 


Come, ye dear ſaints, and ſing the pxecrovs BLOOD, 
Stand forth and witneſs for the Son or Gon, 
High raiſe his croſs, and of his wonders tell, 
Own that he's conquer'd all the pow'rs of hell, 
Joyful declare to finners all around, x 


The GREAT——the FREE SALVATION you have found; 
M 2 Praiſe 


(. 166). 
Praiſe the Redeemer with your lateſt breath, 
And ſhout his vict'ry o'er the MONSTER DEATH. 


Ah! bleſſed Jeſus, how thy ſhining grace, 
Beams o'er the world, upon a ruin'd race; 
Inſpiring mortals from the heights above, 
To preach ſalvation, with a Burning love; 
Prckwerr commiſſioned from his cLORIOUS Loxp, 
Preaches the TRUE, the gveRLASTING WORD ; ; 
With heav*nly fire he ſpeaks of Jeſu's charms, 
And longs to bring ten thouſand to his arms, — 
See him go forth, the goſ pel to declare, 
Sweetly ſurmounting ev'ry ſervile fear; 
Touch'd by the Lord, his heart o'erflows with 1 
And bh declares the great Jehovah's will—— 
Vile men who long in errors paths have trod, 
« Know that you've broken all the laws of God, 
* « Have long inſulted his tremendous name, 
And even calPd for Hell's outrageous flame; 
« Ah, wretched mortals, who in laughter join, 
&« And ſport with wengeance—wengeance ALL DIVINE; 
«© Who madly jeer at Heawen's glitt'ring ſword, 
« And dare damnation, and defy the Lord. 
« Sinners awake! your horrid crimes lament, 
% Think on your ways, and O repent, repent; © 
« Fly to the croſs, and view the Son of God; 
« See—fſec the fountain of atoning blood; 
Hear the ſweet voice that ſounds from pole to pole, 


% And freely welcome's ey'ry coming ſoul: 8 
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% Jeſus proclaims ſalvation full and free, 
« To all who ſeek it from the pLBEDinG TAI] 

Fes A tree forgiveneſs will the Lord impart, | 

« And take the ſinner in his Jowing heart ; 

«© The promiſe ſtands as clear as open day, 
That none who come ſhall e'er be caſt away 
* Ta1s is the Saviour I ſo warmly teach 
„T Isõ, the ſalvation I fo freely preach.” 
Thus ſpake the ſervant of the Son of God, 

And thus declared the merit of his blood, 
While numbers catch'd the animating ſound, 
And free redemption in the Saviour found. \ 


But now we'll trace the zealous man of God, 
In works of pity widely ſpread abroad —- 
Divinely fill'd with ſympathetic grief, 
Eager he runs to give the kind relief; 
Govern'd by mercy, all his powers bend, 
Studious to live, and prove the Stex Man's FrxiznD 
Whene'er he viſits, all his bowels yearn, 1 
To eaſe the body —But his great concern 125 
ls to explain the dire effects of 61, 
Aud ſhew the DAN GEA that the $OUL is in . 
Hear him in mournfal accents well explain, 
That all diſorders incident to men, 
Is the ſad iſſue of the prxEADFUL FALL, 
That brings Aſeaſets, pains, and drath to all. 
With ſolemn awe he yet proceeds to tell, 
And prove the foarce of ev'ry riling ill ; 


Shews 


6 126 ) 
Shews the deep ſorrows that the world are in, 
Spring, and abound, in conſequence of 31: 
Then the Lord's ſervant, fraught with loving zeal, 
Points the convinc'd to Calv'ry's lofty hill; 
Treats of the virtues of Immanuel's blood, 
Swells the free mercy of the lamb of God; 
Says that he's ready all their fears to calm, 
Ready he ftands to give the healing balm ; 
Waits to be gracious, ever waits to bleſs, 
Waits to give pardon, with abounding grace, 


Thus while he ſpeaks, the tears begin to flow, 
And contrite ſpirits warmly wiſh to know, 
And feel their int'reſt in the dying Lamb, 
And ſind ſalvation through his won@&rous name: 
They pray, and preſs through all their guilty fears, 
And plead the croſs, till pard'ning love appears, 
Soon the Redeemer ſhews his lovely face, 
Kindly he looks, and ſweetly whiſpers peace ; 
Pleas'd with the Saviour's heart-relieving word), 
They love, admire, and praiſe their gracious Lord; 


Hear how they join, and ſwell their tuneful ſongs, 
Raiſing Ros AN NAsS with their flaming tongues, 
Mounting above all earth's deluſive toys, 


Thus do they ſound their elevated joys: | 
&« BRleſs'd be the man who taught our ſouls to know, 
« The dreadful cauſe of ev'ry ill below 

« Shew'd us the Savicur on the goſpel pole, 


« The great $hy/ician of th' immortal ſoul. 12 
. great phyſi — 


( 127 ) 
„ Bleſs'd be the voice that_ſpake of Jeſu's charms, 
1% Bleſs'd be the pow'r that brought us to his arms; 
4 Bleſs'd be the precious ſin- atoning blood, 
«« Bleſs'd be the Lamb the glorious Lamb of God.” 


Thus the dear man who ran the heav'nly road, 
Was rais'd a mighty inſtrument of good — — 
Bleſs'd in his ways, to ev'ry gracious end | 
Bleſs'd as a preacher—bleſs'd as a private friend. 
But ſoon his work, his honour'd work, is done; 
Fought is the fight, but O Taz vicT'ay's wox; 
Sudden he dies—but riſes up on high, 

Far, far beyond the blue etherial ſky ; 

Where he explores the bliſsful realms of light, 
Charm'd with the glorious beatific fight ; 
Raviſh'd he views the dear Redeemer's face, 

And ſhouts the chorus of TRIUMPHANT ACR. 
Hear how he ſings with all the heav'nly choir, 
Warm'd with the flames of pure celeſtial fire, 
Hear how he joins with all the ranſom'd throng, 
And Cale'ry's blood is ſtill the noble ſong. 


Ah! PzcxweuL's ſpirit ever ſoars above, 
Mounts the bright hills of pure immortal love; 
There, there he dwells amidſt the ſhining blaze, 
And all i in EVERLASTING PRAISE. 


Now, ye dear ſaints, that live on earthly ground) 
O may ye all in heav'nly paths be found; 


Watchfal ©. 


enge purſue = Lord's „ i a. 
That leads to manſions of eternal day; 
ann through the torrent of afliction's fire, 
Cleaye to the Saviour, with a pure deſire; 
Soon will he ſay, Ve favour'd children come, 
And dwelt wich me in one eternal Home, 
Were fin and: ſorrow never ſhall annoy, 
But ſee iy Saviour with ectatic joy ; | | 
FalPd with y /ove, ſhall roll my praiſe along, 
And join with PzcxwsLL in the highe/t feng; 
'Then, ſhall ye reign in pure and perfect peace, 
And ſing ur Yoevnns in a WORLD OF BL1S9- 
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